
Are We Robbing God in Tithes and Offerings? 

 

Message Outline 

To watch the full message, please click here. 

 

The message in Malachi is for us in these last days, warning us that we have been robbing God. 

“Let all study with special care the third chapter of Malachi. That chapter contains 

warning and instruction in righteousness for every soul. The Lord is still testing us to see 

whether we will prove faithful servants. He is calling upon His people to consider His 

goodness, to respond to His mercy, and to give proof of their loyalty by bringing all the 

tithes into His storehouse” (E.G. White, Review and Herald, 2/4/1902). 

First verse of Chapter 3: 

“Behold, I will send My Messenger, and He shall prepare the way before Me: and the 

Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the Messenger of the 

Covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith the LORD of Hosts.” 

The Messenger of the Covenant is none other than Jesus Christ, by His Holy Spirit, coming into 

the temple of His spiritual body, His church. He comes in through Spirit-filled human 

messengers bringing His messages and those messages being received and acted upon in faith.  

“The true Interpreter must come. The One whom all these types prefigured must explain 

their significance. Through nature, through types and symbols, through patriarchs and 

prophets, God had spoken to the world. Lessons must be given to humanity in the 

language of humanity. The Messenger of the Covenant must speak. His 

voice must be heard in His own temple. Christ must come to utter words 

which should be clearly and definitely understood. He, the author of truth, must 

separate truth from the chaff of man’s utterance, which had made it of no effect. The 

principles of God’s government and the plan of redemption must be clearly defined. The 

lessons of the Old Testament must be fully set before men” (Desire of Ages, pp. 33-34). 

The covenant being conveyed in messages is essentially the Law, being its conditions. 

“He wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant, the Ten Commandments” 

(Exodus 34:28).  

“This shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, 

saith the LORD, I will put My Law (Torah, in Hebrew) in their inward parts, and write it 

in their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be My people” (Jeremiah 31:33). 

Next, some more of Malachi Chapter 3: 

https://youtu.be/-Nodz3z4qvE


“But who may abide the day of His coming? And who shall stand when He appeareth? 

For He is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers' soap: And He shall sit as a Refiner and 

Purifier of silver: and He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, 

that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness. Then shall 

the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto the LORD, as in the 

days of old, and as in former years... 

Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from My statutes, and have not 

kept them. Return unto Me, and I will return unto you, saith the LORD of Hosts. But ye 

said, Wherein shall we return? Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed Me. But 

ye say, Wherein have we robbed Thee? In tithes and offerings. Ye are cursed 

with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Bring ye all the 

tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My house, and prove Me now 

herewith, saith the LORD of Hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, 

and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.  

And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your 

ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith the LORD 

of Hosts. And all nations shall call you Blessed: for ye shall be a delightsome land, 

saith the LORD of Hosts” (Mal. 3:2-4, 7-12). 

We are robbing God in not returning to Him all the tithes and offerings, which are important 

statutes of God’s Law that we have forsaken and forgotten. Chapter 4 contains further warning. 

From the light which God has given me it would be for our advantage to study the 

directions given to Israel. Read Malachi four. Verse four especially has a 

meaning which all have not comprehended. Let it be carefully considered” 

(E.G. White, Manuscript 37, 1896). 

So, here it is: 

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all 

that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the 

LORD of Hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that 

fear My name shall the Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in His 

wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. And ye shall tread down 

the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do 

this, saith the LORD of Hosts. Remember ye the Law of Moses My servant, 

which I commanded unto him in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and 

judgments. Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of 

the great and dreadful day of the LORD: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers 

to the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the 

earth with a curse.” 

Elijah represents messengers of a message – the Law of Moses, the conditions of the covenant.  

“In this time of well-nigh universal apostasy, God calls upon His messengers to 

proclaim His Law in the spirit and power of Elijah” (E.G. White, Southern 

Watchman, 3/21/1905). 



Before it can ever go to the world, it must go to the millions of Seventh-day Adventists.  

It especially includes statutes under the Fourth Commandment, including tithes and offerings, 

which were emphasized in the previous chapter. 

We should already be familiar with the first tithe of our income, but there is also the second 

tithe, which was voted on by American conferences after the turn of the 20th Century.  

Here are excerpts of A.T. Jones discussing how the second tithe had been brought to light: 

“At the late camp-meeting and conference at Fresno there was unanimously passed 

by delegates and people the following recommendation: — ‘9. We recommend to the 

prayerful consideration of our people in this conference the advisability of paying a 

second tithe, for the support of the church-schools and other financial needs in our 

churches.’ This was done after the study of the Bible and careful thinking on the subject...  

This searching of the Scriptures brought brethren in different parts of the 

country, at the same time, and without any communication with one 

another, to the plan of God’s arrangement, as in the second tithe; for it is the 

truth that in the Bible, in the plan of God’s arrangement for the support of His cause,        

a second tithe is as clearly arranged as a first. This is so plain that after two 

sessions of Bible study on the subject at the camp-meeting, the delegates and the people 

unanimously passed the recommendation quoted at the beginning of this 

communication, and a large number of them there took their stand upon it, and publicly 

declared their intention of immediately putting it into operation in their affairs”            

(A.T. Jones, Pacific Union Recorder, 12/4/1902). 

The organized church that God raised up had unanimously voted to observe the second tithe 

statute. We must review where God has led us in the past. Sister White shows it originated: 

“To promote the assembling of the people for religious service, as well as to provide for 

the poor, a second tithe of all the increase was required. Concerning the first tithe, the 

Lord had declared, ‘I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel.’ Numbers 

18:21. But in regard to the second He commanded, ‘You shall eat before the LORD your 

God, in the place which He shall choose to place His Name there, the tithe of your corn, 

of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstlings of your herds and of your flocks; that you 

may learn to fear the LORD your God always.’ Deuteronomy 14:23, 29; 16:11-14. This 

tithe, or its equivalent in money, they were for two years to bring to the place where the 

sanctuary was established. After presenting a thank offering to God, and a specified 

portion to the priest, the offerers were to use the remainder for a religious feast, in which 

the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow should participate. Thus provision 

was made for the thank offerings and feasts at the yearly festivals, and the people were 

drawn to the society of the priests and Levites, that they might receive instruction and 

encouragement in the service of God.   

Every third year, however, this second tithe was to be used at home, in entertaining the 

Levite and the poor, as Moses said, ‘That they may eat within your gates, and be filled.’ 

Deuteronomy 26:12. This tithe would provide a fund for the uses of charity and 

hospitality. And further provision was made for the poor. There is nothing, after their 



recognition of the claims of God, that more distinguishes the laws given by Moses than 

the liberal, tender, and hospitable spirit enjoined toward the poor” (Patriarchs and 

Prophets, 530). 

As far as the second tithe of the third and sixth years of the seven-year cycle being strictly for 

the poor, here is confirmation that this Sabbath statute of the seventh year still applies today: 

“See Leviticus 25. The Lord was over the whole earth. Every seventh year was a 
sabbatical year. This would be a wonderful arrangement down in this age of great light... 

I cannot write out all that is contained in Leviticus and Deuteronomy. But I think our people 
in this enlightened age ... if they would go back to the period they call the “Dark Ages” and 
bring into their practical life the lessons that Christ gave to the Hebrews, they would act out 
the obedience God required of them” (E.G. White, Letter 221, 1899). 

We must go even beyond the second tithe. In a pamphlet written by Sister White entitled        
“The Second Tithe,” she says this: 

“This tithe would provide a fund for the uses of charity and hospitality.  

The contributions required of the Hebrews for religious and charitable 
purposes amounted to fully one-fourth of their income. So heavy a tax upon the 
resources of the people might be expected to reduce them to poverty; but, on the contrary, 
the faithful observance of these regulations was one of the conditions of their 
prosperity. Malachi 3:11.  

Shall we, who enjoy the full light and privileges of the Gospel, be content to 
give less to God than was given by those who lived in the former, less 
favored dispensation? Nay, as the blessings we enjoy are greater, are not 
our obligations correspondingly increased? Shall we not as a people awaken to 
our responsibility? Shall we not manifest our love for God and our fellow-men by giving 
of our means to carry forward the work for this time, while the way is still open for work 
to be done?” (E.G. White, “The Second Tithe,” a pamphlet, pp. 7-8). 

What accounts for the remaining five percent of the 25 % after the two tithes?  

There are two more offerings that were actually required – the first-fruits offering and the four 
corners of the land being unharvested for the poor to glean from. According to my research, 
these each amounted to around a quarter of a tithe, or 2 ½ %; hence, the missing five percent! 
However, those with more wealth would give more than that to the ministry and the poor. 

The first-fruits offering can be found in the following records of the statutes: Exodus 23:19, 
Leviticus 23:10, Deuteronomy 26:10-11, and Numbers 18:11-12. It comes out of our income even 
before the first tithe; hence, the name first-fruits.  

“In answer to the claims of God, regular reserves should be set apart as sacred to His 
work. Besides the tithe God demands the first-fruits of our increase as His. 
These He has reserved, in order that his work may be amply sustained, and that                 
His servants may not be limited to a meager supply. The Lord’s messengers should not 
be handicapped in their work of holding forth the Word of life. As they teach the truth, 
they should have means which they can invest for the advancement of the work which 
must be done at the right time, in order to have the best and most saving influence”     
(E.G. White, Pamphlet 166, p. 5). 



For the four corners, a quarter tithe from every paycheck for the poor seems like a proper 
equivalent in terms of our modern currency.  

So, together with the first and second tithes, those are the four mandatory sacrificial offerings 
according to God’s Law. But these are only the beginning of offerings. In addition to systematic, 
or mandatory, offerings, supplementary offerings were also given, bringing the total offerings 
up to a minimum of about a third of one’s income 

“No less than one third of their income was devoted to sacred and religious purposes... 

There are even more urgent necessities upon the Israel of God in these last days than 
were upon ancient Israel. There is a great and important work to be accomplished in a 
very short time. God never designed that the law of the tithing system should be of no 
account among His people; but, instead of this, He designed that the spirit of sacrifice 
should widen and deepen for the closing work” (3 Testimonies, pp. 395-96). 

We shall now explore the specific supplementary offerings. The Spirit of Prophecy lays them 
out for us. 

“ ‘Bring you,’ says God, ‘all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My 
House.’ If all the sin-offerings and peace-offerings and thank-offerings are 
brought into the treasury, we shall see that souls will not be so dark and backslidden from 
God” (Review and Herald, 11/21/1878). 

“The temple, acquiring costly offerings and sacrifices, with its priests, is passed away.                                
But the occasion for giving still exists while there are sinners to be saved 
and the poor to cry unto us, ‘give.’ We are called upon to acknowledge the continual 
blessings and gifts of God’s benevolent hand in the tithing system as well as in sin 
offering, trespass offerings, and freewill offerings” (Letter 39, 1874). 

“Many have withheld means which God claims as His, and in so doing they have 
committed robbery toward God. Their selfish hearts have not given the tenth of all their 
increase, which God claims. Neither have they come up to the yearly gatherings with their                             
freewill offerings, their thank offerings, and their trespass offerings. Many 
have come before the Lord empty-handed” (3 Testimonies, 510). 

There are actually three categories of offerings: the burnt offering, the sin offering, and the 
peace offering, as expounded upon in the first seven books of Leviticus.  

1 - The burnt offering was a whole sacrifice burnt on an altar, thus representing wholeness 
and consecration. It was corporately made on behalf of all Israel morning and evening, 
perpetually, and typified Christ’s sacrifice made on the Cross; but it was a type of offering that 
could also be made by individuals. Perhaps we want to made a special dedication of ourselves 
to God in a particular matter that we’re convicted on. Perhaps we have not given our whole 
heart to Him in a particular manner. That is what this offering is for.  

Important Note: This, nor any other offering we can give, is to earn us our 
salvation. It is by the merits of the Lamb of God that we make our offerings to God. 

2 - The sin offering is simply an offering for sin. We are all called to demonstrate our 
acceptance of the tremendous expense of Christ’s sacrifice for our sins. Sin offerings show that 
we despise our sins and that we take responsibility for our actions and that sin is expensive. 
Also, in some cases, it may even be a barrier against repeating our sins again. 



The trespass offering is a type of sin offering for a sin of a more serious nature. It is made 
for dishonesty with either God (in sacred things such as tithes and offerings) or with our fellow 
men. Sister White speaks on this kind offering very explicitly in her following statements: 

“It would be well to have a trespass-offering box in sight, and have all the 
household agreed that whoever speaks unkindly of another or utters angry 
words, shall drop into the trespass-offering box a certain sum of money. 
This would put them upon their guard against the wicked words which work injury, not 
only to their brethren, but to themselves” (Review and Herald, 3/12/1895). 

“Let us shun every mean action, all dishonesty, all overreaching; and if anyone is guilty 
of wrong in this respect, let him make restitution to the one he has wronged, and in 
addition bring a trespass offering to God, that when the times of refreshing shall 
come, his sins may be blotted out, and his name retained in the book of life” (4/29/1884). 

“You cannot make every case right, for some whom you have injured have gone into their 
graves, and the account stands registered against you. In these cases the best you can 
do is to bring a trespass offering to the altar of the Lord, and He will accept 
and pardon you. But where you can, you should make reparation to the wronged ones” 
(5 Testimonies, 339).  

3 - The peace offering is a requital or a recompense for the sake of thankfulness or generosity 
toward God, who we can truly never repay, yet still our sacrificial generosity could be the means 
that God uses to bring some soul to the Kingdom. 

Leviticus 7 mentions three kinds of peace offerings, two of which Sister White mentioned:         
the thank offering, the vow offering, and the voluntary, or free-will, offering. 

1 - The thank offering is an offering by which we show our thanks to God for perhaps 
something special He is doing in our lives.  

This offering should attend each package of mandatory offerings we present to God, and 
together, these should be presented every first day of the week. 

“ ‘On the first day of the week, let every one of you lay by him in store, as God 

hath prospered him’ (1 Corinthians 16:2)... 

And what more appropriate time could be chosen for setting aside the tithe and 

presenting our offerings to God? On the Sabbath we have thought upon His 

goodness. We have beheld His work in creation as an evidence of His power in 

redemption. Our hearts are filled with thankfulness for His great love. And now, 

before the toil of the week begins, we return to Him His own, and with it an 

offering to testify our gratitude” (Review and Herald, 11/10/1896). 

 Thank offerings should also be made to the poor. 

“In every church there should be established a treasury for the poor. Then let 
each member present a thank offering to God once a week or once a 
month, as is most convenient. This offering will express our gratitude for the gifts 
of health, of food, and of comfortable clothing. And according as God has blessed 
us with these comforts will we lay by for the poor, the suffering, and the distressed” 
(5 Testimonies, p. 150). 



2 - The vow offering is an offering through which we make a vow unto God for perhaps 
some important decision we have made. I would make an excellent offering to give when 
we collectively make our solemn covenant with God to observe to do all His judgments 
and statutes as a body.   

3 - The free-will offering is the one that we should already be familiar with; it is the most 
general of all offerings. It is simply our voluntary sacrifice to further the work of God for 
His Kingdom. It may be that we are just impressed to donate to a special mission project 
that God lays on our heart.  

May we learn the lesson of sacrificial love. May the flowing love of God, demonstrated by the 
blood freely flowing from His only-begotten Son, freely flow through the spiritual body in the 
freely giving of tithes and offerings. Then God will cause rich measures of grace will fall upon 
us, and from us, to the whole world. The circuit of beneficent love is to freely flow everywhere!  


