
A Reviving Outpouring  
from the Heavenly Storehouse 

 

Here is a very important question that we all need to personally examine in our souls with GOD: 

Are we robbing GOD?—returning to Him all that He asks of us? giving it in the right spirit?  

Both of these components are important; and if we are robbing GOD in any way, it is treason 

against His Kingdom, which GOD takes very seriously. So, we need to search the Scriptures  

and our hearts very seriously. 

So, let us introduce this topic through the prophet Malachi, who expresses what is on GOD’S 

heart, but first here is an inspired introduction to the chapter we are about to read lest we think 

it was a local prophecy ancient Israel: 

“Let all study with special care the third chapter of Malachi. That chapter contains 

warning and instruction in righteousness for every soul. The Lord is still testing us to 

see whether we will prove faithful servants. He is calling upon His people to consider 

His goodness, to respond to His mercy, and to give proof of their loyalty by bringing all 

the tithes into His storehouse” (E.G. White, Review and Herald, 2/4/1902). 

So, let us start with the first verse in that chapter: 

“Behold, I will send My Messenger, and He shall prepare the way before Me: and the 

Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to His temple, even the MESSENGER OF THE 

COVENANT, whom ye delight in: behold, He shall come, saith JEHOVAH SABAOTH.” 

The MESSENGER OF THE COVENANT is none other than JEHOSHUA the MESSIAH, by His  

Holy Spirit, coming into the temple of His spiritual body, His church. He comes in through 

human messengers bringing His messages and those messages being received and acted upon 

in faith. The covenant being conveyed in messages is essentially the Law, being its conditions,  

which is why it is written, “He wrote upon the tables the words of the covenant,  

the Ten Commandments” (Exodus 34:28). The Law defines what love is and in order for it  

to be real, it must be implanted by the Holy Spirit and lived out in faith.  

 “For this is the love of GOD, that we keep His commandments” (1 John 5:3). 

A statute bringing clarity to the first four commandments goes like this: 

“And thou shalt love JEHOVAH thy GOD with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with 

all thy might” (Deuteronomy 6:5). 

And another statute describes the nature of the last six commandments: 

“Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thy heart: thou shalt in any wise rebuke thy neighbor, 

and not suffer sin upon him. Thou shalt not avenge, nor bear any grudge against the 

children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself: I am JEHOVAH. Ye 

shall keep My statutes” (Leviticus 19:17-19). 



Thus, it is written concerning the everlasting covenant:  

“This shall be the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel; After those days, 

saith JEHOVAH, I will put My Law (Torah, in Hebrew) in their inward parts, and write it 

in their hearts; and will be their GOD, and they shall be My people” (Jeremiah 31:33). 

The MESSENGER OF THE COVENANT comes to us through Spirit-filled human messengers in these 

last days calling us to return to the Law, with everything it contains, for the Law is the principle 

of love and all who in faith agree to its particulars and surrender to the power of GOD to implant 

it in the heart are preparing for the sealing and hastening the end of the Messiah’s ministry  

in heaven. So, whenever we talk about the Law, it is always for this purpose—that we may be 

GOD’S people, vindicating His Name, His character, on earth in the closing scenes of  

earth’s history. Do not ever forget this. It is not about what we do or don’t do so that we can be 

vindicated; our motivation must be for GOD’S glory, and that is love. Anything other than this 

is not love and is a misuse of the Law. The Law is only for the purpose of showing us our need 

of the MESSIAH and His righteousness, showing us the particular areas that He needs to be in 

our hearts and manifest in our lives. It is towards this end that GOD sends human messengers 

to convey the Law, the conditions of the covenant. Listen to this from Sister White: 

“The true Interpreter must come. The One whom all these types prefigured must explain 

their significance. Through nature, through types and symbols, through patriarchs and 

prophets, GOD had spoken to the world. Lessons must be given to humanity in 

the language of humanity. The MESSENGER OF THE COVENANT must speak. 

His voice must be heard in His own temple. CHRIST must come to utter 

words which should be clearly and definitely understood. He, the author of 

truth, must separate truth from the chaff of man’s utterance, which had made it of no 

effect. The principles of GOD’S government and the plan of redemption must be clearly 

defined. The lessons of the Old Testament must be fully set before men” (Desire of Ages,  

pp. 33-34). 

So, with that, let us continue to hear what GOD says to us through His messenger, Malachi: 

“But who may abide the day of His coming? And who shall stand when He appeareth? 

For He is like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers' soap: And He shall sit as a Refiner and 

Purifier of silver: and He shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, 

that they may offer unto JEHOVAH an offering in righteousness. Then shall 

the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant unto JEHOVAH, as in the 

days of old, and as in former years... 

Even from the days of your fathers ye are gone away from My statutes, and have not 

kept them. Return unto Me, and I will return unto you, saith JEHOVAH SABAOTH. But ye 

said, Wherein shall we return? Will a man rob GOD? Yet ye have robbed Me.  

But ye say, ‘Wherein have we robbed Thee?’ In tithes and offerings.  

Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. 

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My House,  

and prove Me now herewith, saith JEHOVAH SABAOTH, if I will not open you  

the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be 

room enough to receive it.  



And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, and he shall not destroy the fruits of your 

ground; neither shall your vine cast her fruit before the time in the field, saith JEHOVAH 

SABAOTH. And all nations shall call you ‘Blessed’: for ye shall be a delightsome 

land, saith JEHOVAH SABAOTH” (Mal. 3:2-4, 7-12). 

Since Sister White applies this to us who are Seventh-day Adventism, the message here is that 

we have robbed GOD in tithes and offerings, and if we repent He will pour out to us tremendous 

blessings, so much so that all nations—that is, all other denominations—will call us ‘Blessed’, 

the reason being that we would be established all over the world in every city and village, 

 not just with churches but with sanitariums, schools, plant-based restaurants, health-food 

factories and markets, pesticide-free farms and clothing stores, and much more. Our poor and 

disabled will be well-cared for and employment will be provided for the unemployed. We will 

be servicing our own members as well as the world. We will receive rich measures of  

the Holy Spirit so that everyone can see the MESSIAH in us, His body temple. Thus, through 

the tithes and offerings, we ourselves will become “an offering in righteousness.”  

Tithes and offerings have always been, and are according to Torah Law, sacrifices. In the type, 

they were in the form of agricultural goods, or “food,” which was given a storage place, or house, 

in the earthly sanctuary; but the type to that is the heavenly sanctuary. That is where, by wings 

of prayer-carrying angels, we present our offerings to Him—either as a vow to give a certain 

amount or the gift itself. The money itself is really not what is of value. Our offerings by prayer 

go into the heavenly storehouse—GOD’S only true storehouse—where the prayers are stored, 

and rather than agricultural goods, He exchanges the prayer offerings for heavenly manna 

which is manufactured in His House. This heavenly food, then, gets sent by angels back to this 

earth for the pastors of the gospel to feed to the famishing flocks.  

The heavenly sanctuary is where the center of the gospel is, for that is where the names are 

enrolled of all who eat of the heavenly manna that they may be prepared for the eternal 

Promised Land. The money that gospel workers receive, collected in the storehouses of earthly 

treasuries, are really just a shadow of the heavenly storehouse of offerings and food, where the 

blessings flow from when the windows of heaven are opened by obedient faith. Any organization 

pretending to have the storehouse is only being pretentious. Our offerings must go heavenward. 

As long as we are robbing GOD, we will be robbing ourselves of the Holy Spirit and all these 

many blessings for ourselves and for the world unto the glory of JEHOVAH. GOD’S glory is not 

lightening this world because we are robbing Him in tithes and offerings as well as our 

obedience in other things of His Law.  

You see, we are robbing GOD in not returning to Him all the tithes and offerings. We need to 

study from the Bible and the Spirit of Prophecy what the other offerings are besides the general 

tithe. But before we get to that, we shall read Chapter 4 of Malachi, but first, we will let the Spirit 

of Prophecy introduce it: 

“From the light which GOD has given me it would be for our advantage to study the 

directions given to Israel. Read Malachi four. Verse four especially has a 

meaning which all have not comprehended. Let it be carefully considered” 

(E.G. White, Manuscript 37, 1896). 



So, here it is: 

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all 

that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith 

JEHOVAH SABAOTH, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that 

fear My name shall the SUN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS arise with healing in His 

wings; and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. And ye shall tread down 

the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the day that I shall do 

this, saith JEHOVAH SABAOTH.  

Remember ye the Law of Moses My servant, which I commanded unto him 

in Horeb for all Israel, with the statutes and judgments. Behold, I will send 

you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of 

JEHOVAH: And he shall turn the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of 

the children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with a curse.” 

Elijah represents messengers of a message—the Law of Moses, the conditions of the covenant, 

for what is in that Law is a shadow of the reality that is to be in us. We cannot see what is in us, 

but we can see the shadow, and that is how GOD leads us to the increasing reality of the MESSIAH 

— the MESSIAH in us; and when He is in us, His bright beams will arise from us with its healing 

rays penetrating the whole world, and multitudes will be physically, mentally, and spiritually 

healed.  

“In this time of well-nigh universal apostasy, GOD calls upon His messengers to 

proclaim His Law in the spirit and power of Elijah” (E.G. White, Southern 

Watchman, 3/21/1905). 

There it is—the Elijah message. But before it can ever go to the world, it must go to Seventh-day 

Adventists, who ought to have been proclaiming the truth of the statutes and judgments many, 

many decades ago. The most significant ones to be restored and proclaimed are those under 

the glorious Fourth Principle of the Decalogue; and they will produce corporate revival, just as 

when the Law of Moses was discovered in the days of Ezra and Nehemiah and brought about a 

great revival in Israel in the seventh month. Though temporary for this earth, offerings are all 

under the Fourth Principle because they are part of the whole sanctuary system, illustrating  

in types the process of sanctification, which the Sabbath has come to be a sign of after the Fall 

(see Exodus 31:13). Also, the sanctuary system operates according to the daily, or continual, 

appointed times of morning and evening, which are the basis for the Sabbath, being the seventh. 

Because we forgot the Law of Moses, GOD reminded us through the Spirit of Prophecy: 

“These statutes were explicitly given to guard the ten commandments. They  

were not shadowy types to pass away with the death of CHRIST. They were 

to be binding upon man in every age as long as time should last.  

These commands were enforced by the power of the moral law, and they clearly and 

definitely explained that law” (E.G. White, Review and Herald, 5/6/1875).  

And if you have not read the score of other Sister White quotes on this subject of the statutes 

being requirements of today, please read the ‘A Solemn Covenant’. 

https://brightbeams.org/ellen-white/solemn-covenant/


So, with that background, we can now study the different tithes and offerings. As far as tithes 

are concerned, we should already be familiar with the first tithe of our income, but many do not 

realize what GOD has intended it to be exclusively used for. In mainstream Adventism, as 

apostasy has grown, it is used largely for such things as extensive and unnecessary 

administration, worldly stocks and bonds of non-commandment-keeping companies, and non-

gospel preachers who preach to those who already know the third angel’s message. Here are the 

directions that GOD has given us: 

“I am bidden to tell them that they are making a mistake in applying the tithe to various 

objects, which, though good in themselves, are not the object to which the Lord has said 

the tithe is to be applied. Those who make this use of the tithe are departing from GOD’S 

arrangement. GOD will judge for these things. One reasons that the tithe may be 

appropriated for school purposes; still another would reason that canvassers and 

colporteurs should be supported from the tithe, but a great mistake is made when the 

tithe is withdrawn from the object for which it is to be used—the support of  

the ministers. There should today be in the field one hundred well qualified laborers 

where now there is one. GOD cannot look upon the present condition of things with 

approval, but with condemnation. His treasury is deprived of the means that should be 

used for the support of the gospel ministry in fields nigh and far off.  

Those who proclaim the message of truth before great congregations,  

and who do house to house work, are doing double missionary work, and in no case 

are their salaries to be cut down.  

The use of the tithe must be looked upon as a sacred matter by our people. We must guard 

strictly against all that is contrary to the message now given” (Echoes from the Field, 

6/21/1905).  

If the first tithe is not being used for “gospel ministry”—either those who do so directly  

or those who train them in schools—then GOD is being robbed. But there is also the second tithe, 

which is more flexible. Did you know that Seventh-day Adventists long ago in Sister White’s day 

voted to collect the second tithe based on a deeper study of the Law and the Testimonies of 

Sister White that were written on the second tithe starting in 1901? But we have long forgotten. 

Here are excerpts of A.T. Jones discussing how the second tithe had been brought to light: 

“At the late camp-meeting and conference at Fresno there was unanimously passed by 

delegates and people the following recommendation: — ‘9. We recommend to the 

prayerful consideration of our people in this conference the advisability of paying a 

second tithe, for the support of the church-schools and other financial needs in our 

churches.’  

This was done after the study of the Bible and careful thinking on the subject. There was 

a serious consideration of the manner of our raising means for the support of the 

different phases of the cause, apart from the direct work of the gospel ministry. The 

work of the gospel ministry is supported according to the Lord’s directions, by the Lord’s 

tithe. But there are other phases of the cause of GOD that are important and worthy of 

liberal, systematic support, such as the poor, the church-schools, the furnishing of light, 

fuel, and general expenses involved in keeping up the regular worship...  



In the absence of any systematic plan, the necessities of the cause have required that in 

general meetings precious time has had to be spent in urging, and at times excessive 

urging, the people to give. Indeed, the spirit of prophecy has spoken, long ago, to this 

effect, thus: ‘Greater efforts should be put forth by responsible men in the different 

churches to have all follow the plan of GOD’S arrangement. If systematic benevolence is 

carried out, urgent calls for means at the camp-meetings for various enterprises will not 

be necessary. GOD has devised a plan by which all may give as He has prospered them, 

and which would make giving a habit.’  

These things have caused the brethren all over the land to consider and inquire whether 

there is not a better way than we have found for raising means for the different phases 

of our work. This led to the searching of the Scriptures, to see whether we have been 

following fully ‘the plan of GOD’S arrangement.’ This searching of the Scriptures brought 

brethren in different parts of the country, at the same time, and without any 

communication with one another, to the plan of GOD’S arrangement, as in the second 

tithe; for it is the truth that in the Bible, in the plan of GOD’S arrangement for the support 

of His cause, a second tithe is as clearly arranged as a first. This is so plain that after two 

sessions of Bible study on the subject at the camp-meeting, the delegates and the people 

unanimously passed the recommendation quoted at the beginning of this 

communication, and a large number of them there took their stand upon it, and publicly 

declared their intention of immediately putting it into operation in their affairs.  

We take it that all our people stand in about the attitude of one of our sisters, who said: 

‘I have not studied up the subject myself, but if the second tithe is revealed in the Bible, 

that is enough for me. I will recognize it’” (A.T. Jones, Pacific Union Recorder, 

12/4/1902). 

The organized church that GOD raised up had unanimously voted to observe the second tithe 

statute. We must review where GOD has led us in the past. And now going back to ancient Israel, 

Sister White describes how the second tithe was used then according to the Scriptures: 

“To promote the assembling of the people for religious service, as well as to provide for 

the poor, a second tithe of all the increase was required. Concerning the first tithe, the 

Lord had declared, ‘I have given the children of Levi all the tenth in Israel.’ Numbers 

18:21. But in regard to the second He commanded, ‘You shall eat before JEHOVAH your 

GOD, in the place which He shall choose to place His Name there, the tithe of your corn, 

of your wine, and of your oil, and the firstlings of your herds and of your flocks; that you 

may learn to fear JEHOVAH your GOD always.’ Deuteronomy 14:23, 29; 16:11-14. This 

tithe, or its equivalent in money, they were for two years to bring to the place where the 

sanctuary was established. After presenting a thank offering to GOD, and a specified 

portion to the priest, the offerers were to use the remainder for a religious feast, in which 

the Levite, the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow should participate. Thus provision 

was made for the thank offerings and feasts at the yearly festivals, and the people were 

drawn to the society of the priests and Levites, that they might receive instruction and 

encouragement in the service of GOD.   



Every third year, however, this second tithe was to be used at home, in entertaining the 

Levite and the poor, as Moses said, ‘That they may eat within your gates, and be filled.’ 

Deuteronomy 26:12. This tithe would provide a fund for the uses of charity and 

hospitality. And further provision was made for the poor. There is nothing, after their 

recognition of the claims of GOD, that more distinguishes the laws given by Moses than 

the liberal, tender, and hospitable spirit enjoined toward the poor” (Patriarchs and 

Prophets, 530). 

The church will need to discuss and vote on the proper use of second tithe, but what we must 
get away from is independent ministries. And that will mean more sacrifice. But we are to 
operate as a single church, not as independent atoms. Our pioneers did not have independent 
ministries—only schools, sanitariums, printing presses, and hygienic restaurants... in other 
words, industries which were to sacrificially, benevolently serve the physical and spiritual needs 
of both our people and the world. And these industries were closely connected to the organized 
church. The only exception might have been in the South due to segregation, which was never 
GOD’S will. So, we are to sacrificially and unitedly do this benevolent work, sacrificing our ease 
and independence; and the second tithe and other sacrificial offerings will do much in bringing 
this about. 

We must go beyond even the second tithe.  

In a pamphlet written by Sister White entitled “The Second Tithe,” she says the following: 

“This tithe would provide a fund for the uses of charity and hospitality.  

The contributions required of the Hebrews for religious and charitable 

purposes amounted to fully one-fourth of their income. So heavy a tax upon 

the resources of the people might be expected to reduce them to poverty; but, on the 

contrary, the faithful observance of these regulations was one of the conditions of their 

prosperity. Malachi 3:11.  

Shall we, who enjoy the full light and privileges of the Gospel, be content 
to give less to GOD than was given by those who lived in the former, less 
favored dispensation? Nay, as the blessings we enjoy are greater, are not 
our obligations correspondingly increased? Shall we not as a people awaken to 
our responsibility? Shall we not manifest our love for GOD and our fellow-men by giving 
of our means to carry forward the work for this time, while the way is still open for work 
to be done?” (pp. 7-8). 

Brothers and sisters, our Heavenly Father is not trying to exact us with more duties just for the 
sake of testing us, He is wanting to richly prosper us! But it requires us sacrificially obeying His 
statutes; that is the condition. And, notice, Sister White did not say 20%, or two tithes, but “fully 
one-fourth of their income” was required from them for religious and charitable purposes, so 
what accounts for the remaining five percent?  

According to the research that I’ve done in the Law, I could find two more offerings that were 
actually required—the first-fruits offering and the four corners of the land being unharvested 
for the poor to glean from. And when I researched these online in various sources, I found that 
each of these amounted to around a quarter of a tithe, or 2 ½ %; hence, the missing five percent! 
However, those with more wealth would give more than that to the ministry and the poor. 



The first-fruits offering can be found in the following records of the statutes: Exodus 23:19, 
Leviticus 23:10, Deuteronomy 26:10-11, and Numbers 18:11-12. This offering is supposed to 
come out of our income even before the first tithe; hence, the name first-fruits. Sister White 
speaks of this sacrificial offering in her pamphlet entitled “Special on Tithing”: 

“In answer to the claims of GOD, regular reserves should be set apart as sacred to His 

work. Besides the tithe GOD demands the first-fruits of our increase as His. 

These He has reserved, in order that his work may be amply sustained, and that                 

His servants may not be limited to a meager supply. The Lord’s messengers should not 

be handicapped in their work of holding forth the Word of life. As they teach the truth, 

they should have means which they can invest for the advancement of the work which 

must be done at the right time, in order to have the best and most saving influence” 

(Pamphlet 166, p. 5). 

I suppose that the four corners of our fields could work for the poor in some instances in our 
economy, but a quarter tithe from every paycheck for the poor seems like a proper equivalent 
in terms of our modern currency. So, together with the first and second tithes, those are the 
four mandatory sacrificial offerings according to GOD’S Law, but these are only the beginning 
of offerings—the minimum—hence, only the beginning of our Father’s blessings for us 

In addition to systematic, or mandatory, offerings, supplementary offerings were also given, 
bringing the total offerings up to a minimum of about a third of one’s income according to the 
Spirit of Prophecy: 

“No less than one third of their income was devoted to sacred and religious 

purposes. Whenever GOD’S people, in any period of the world, have cheerfully and 

willingly carried out His plan in systematic benevolence and in gifts and offerings, they 

have realized the standing promise that prosperity should attend all their labors just in 

proportion as they obeyed His requirements. When they acknowledged the claims of 

GOD and complied with His requirements, honoring Him with their substance, their 

barns were filled with plenty. But when they robbed GOD in tithes and in offerings they 

were made to realize that they were not only robbing Him but themselves, for He limited 

His blessings to them just in proportion as they limited their offerings to Him.  

Some will pronounce this one of the rigorous laws binding upon the Hebrews. But this 

was not a burden to the willing heart that loved GOD. It was only when their selfish 

natures were strengthened by withholding that men lost sight of eternal considerations 

and valued their earthly treasures above souls. There are even more urgent necessities 

upon the Israel of GOD in these last days than were upon ancient Israel. There is a great 

and important work to be accomplished in a very short time. GOD never designed that 

the law of the tithing system should be of no account among His people; but, instead of 

this, He designed that the spirit of sacrifice should widen and deepen for the closing 

work” (3 Testimonies, pp. 395-96). 

We shall now explore the specific supplementary offerings, which are probably the most 
challenging to our thinking. What are they? Again, the Spirit of Prophecy lays it out for us: 

 



“‘Bring you,’ says GOD, ‘all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food in My 

House.’ If all the sin-offerings and peace-offerings and thank-offerings are 

brought into the treasury, we shall see that souls will not be so dark and backslidden 

from GOD” (Review and Herald, 11/21/1878). 

Wow! We can thank GOD that these offerings were not restricted to being carried out in the 
figurative law. He has more blessings in store for us—much more than we ever thought! Would 
it be true love to withhold these offerings so that souls do not return from their backsliding and 
are eternally lost because of our own lack of sacrifice? Then how can we talk about love when 
we are not keeping all the specific statutes of GOD’S Holy Law?  

But in case you think that this is just an obscure, unimportant quote, here are two more that 
are just as plain and bring out even a couple of more kinds of biblical offerings: 

“The temple, acquiring costly offerings and sacrifices, with its priests, is passed away. 

But the occasion for giving still exists while there are sinners to be saved 

and the poor to cry unto us, ‘give.’ We are called upon to acknowledge the 

continual blessings and gifts of GOD’S benevolent hand in the tithing system as well as 

in sin offering, trespass offerings, and freewill offerings” (Letter 39, 1874). 

“Many have withheld means which GOD claims as His, and in so doing they have 

committed robbery toward GOD. Their selfish hearts have not given the tenth of all their 

increase, which GOD claims. Neither have they come up to the yearly gatherings with 

their freewill offerings, their thank offerings, and their trespass offerings. 

Many have come before the Lord empty-handed” (3 Testimonies, 510). 

We need to ask ourselves a very important question: Why would Sister White make these 
distinctions of offerings if they did not matter? What we normally think of when we give an 
offering is a free-will offering, which is a biblical offering; but it is not the only kind of offering. 

Now, out of the five kinds of offerings that Sister White made mention of, two of them are 
categories for the more specific ones: sin offerings and peace offerings. A trespass offering is a 
special kind of sin offering, and thank offerings and freewill offerings are a couple different 
kinds of peace offerings; and another kind of peace offering she did not mention is the vow 
offering. They are expounded upon in the first seven books of Leviticus. Let us briefly examine 
each one, and you can study them more on your own.  

The sin offering is just that—an offering for sin. Now, isn’t the MESSIAH our Sin Offering? 
Well, He is in a sense. He is the One that makes atonement for our sins in the heavenly 
sanctuary. But it requires action our part as well. We must confess and forsake our sins, unlike 
for the atonement He made on the cross about the ninth hour, which was the fulfillment of the 
daily sacrifice, which was a whole burnt offering—one that we are not required to make, since 
this atonement requires no effort on our part, not even faith, for He made atonement there for 
all mankind. And with the whole burnt offering the Law required grain and drink offerings. 
These were made for GOD’S acceptance and only required under the typical system; we are now 
all “accepted in the BELOVED” (Ephesians 1:6). However, in order for the MESSIAH to make 
atonement for our personal sins committed now, that we may be made righteous, our prayers 
of faith are required, and we are simply presenting ourselves, in the MESSIAH, before GOD.  

 



And GOD, especially after studying His Law, also expects that we make a sin offering from our 
resources as a token of appreciation to GOD for the forgiveness of our sins. We are called to 
demonstrate our acceptance of the tremendous expense of the MESSIAH’s sacrifice for our sins; 
and the sacrificial expense on our part is only a shadow of that. Again, this is not something we 
do to be saved from our sins; it is simply a response of gratitude to what the true Offering does 
for us in saving us from our sins. That is the way we need to view these offerings, otherwise it is 
just formalistic works. However, our sin offerings do show that we despise our sins and that we 
take responsibility for our actions and that sin is expensive. Also, in some cases, it may even be 
a barrier against repeating our sins again because we know that it will cost us something. 
However, that should never be our primary motivator against sin; sacrificial love should always 
constrain us, knowing what sin does to our Saviour. 

The trespass offering is a type of sin offering for a sin of a more serious nature. It is made 
for dishonesty with either GOD (in sacred things such as tithes and offerings) or with our fellow 
men. Sister White speaks on this kind offering very explicitly in her following statements: 

“It would be well to have a trespass-offering box in sight, and have all the 
household agreed that whoever speaks unkindly of another or utters 
angry words, shall drop into the trespass-offering box a certain sum of 
money. This would put them upon their guard against the wicked words which work 
injury, not only to their brethren, but to themselves” (Review and Herald, 3/12/1895). 

“Let us shun every mean action, all dishonesty, all overreaching; and if anyone is guilty 

of wrong in this respect, let him make restitution to the one he has wronged, and in 

addition bring a trespass offering to GOD, that when the times of refreshing shall 

come, his sins may be blotted out, and his name retained in the book of life” 

(4/29/1884). 

“You cannot make every case right, for some whom you have injured have gone into 

their graves, and the account stands registered against you. In these cases the best you 

can do is to bring a trespass offering to the altar of the Lord, and He will 

accept and pardon you. But where you can, you should make reparation to the 

wronged ones” (5 Testimonies, 339). 

The trespass offering still does not merit our pardon, but it is still in GOD’S Law; and any known 
violation of GOD’S Law, unless repented of, leaves us in an unsaved condition. Perhaps what we 
have been studying sheds new light on how we have robbed GOD in tithes and offerings. We 
may not be able to return all of them that we have neglected, but a single trespass offering for 
our robbery would be well in order. 

The peace offering is a third category of offerings. “Peace” here simply means a requital or a 
recompense for the sake of thankfulness or generosity toward GOD, who we can truly never 
repay, yet still our sacrificial generosity could be the means that GOD uses to bring some soul to 
the Kingdom, which would make the heart of GOD eternally glad. Leviticus 7 mentions three 
kinds of peace offerings, two of which Sister White mentioned: the thank offering, the vow 
offering, and the voluntary, or free-will, offering. 

The thank offering is an offering by which we show our thanks to GOD for perhaps something 
special He is doing in our lives.  



“‘On the first day of the week, let every one of you lay by him in store, as GOD hath 

prospered him’ (1 Corinthians 16:2)... 

And what more appropriate time could be chosen for setting aside the tithe and 

presenting our offerings to GOD? On the Sabbath we have thought upon His 

goodness. We have beheld His work in creation as an evidence of His power in 

redemption. Our hearts are filled with thankfulness for His great love. And now, before 

the toil of the week begins, we return to Him His own, and with it an offering to 

testify our gratitude. Thus, our practice will be a weekly sermon, declaring that GOD 

is the possessor of all our property, and that he has made us stewards to use it to his glory. 

Every acknowledgment of our obligation to GOD will strengthen the sense of obligation. 

Gratitude deepens as we give it expression; and the joy it brings is life to soul and body” 

(Review and Herald, 11/10/1896). 

“In every church there should be established a treasury for the poor. Then let each 

member present a thank offering to GOD once a week or once a month, as is 

most convenient. This offering will express our gratitude for the gifts of health, of food, 

and of comfortable clothing. And according as GOD has blessed us with these comforts 

will we lay by for the poor, the suffering, and the distressed” (5 Testimonies, p. 150). 

This money and any other offerings can then be placed in an envelope so that money—a secular 

item pertaining to our wages—is not exchanged on Sabbath as to violate it. The Spirit of 

Prophecy speaks on this very important matter of reform: 

“Let our people avoid the passing of the contribution boxes, even if it become 

a much more difficult matter than it now is to raise money for foreign missionary work. 

It would be well if our brethren and sisters would consider the advisability of laying by 

during the week their offerings for foreign missionary work. As they call to mind the 

blessings and mercies that GOD is affording them, let them put a thank offering in 

an envelope. These envelopes could be presented on the Sabbath, when it 

could be stated for what purpose they are intended. If perplexed to know how the offering 

should be applied, they can leave it to the judgment of the church officers, and these 

officers in turn should state just how every dollar has been applied. 

The sacredness of the Sabbath could be in no way violated by such gifts, and 

the results would be for good. There would be no occasion for distrust. The Lord would 

be honored, and the blessings to giver and receiver would be increased.  

The possession of a willing heart would make the giving a joy to the receiver, and the gift 

would bring to the receiver the assurance that the Lord was mindful of his necessities. 

My brethren and sisters, try this method. Let there be no collections taken on  

the Sabbath, but let praise and thank offerings be made” (E.G. White, 

Manuscript 176, 1907). 

 

 

 



Here is some more information: 

“The plan the Foreign Mission Board has designed is such that all the children can have 

a part in it. The envelopes are distributed each Sabbath at the close of the service;  

everyone who has a disposition to help along this line of work is provided with  

an envelope, which is to receive his First-day offering. The next Sabbath this is brought 

to the church, and placed in the hands of the church libnrarian, or in some convenient 

box  

to receive it. What a beautiful sight it is to see the entire family going to church  

every Sabbath, bringing their offerings for the Lord's cause, and putting them into  

the offering-box. 

The churches that have adopted this plan have contributed more to the Foreign Mission 

Board than they did under the old plan of using the boxes. We have reason to believe that 

if it is adopted, and studied by our brethren throughout the field, we shall see that there 

will be no lack of means to carry forward this work” (General Conference Bulletin, 

4/1898, p. 206). 

The vow offering is an offering which is made in the fulfillment of a vow. For example, one may 
vow to offer to GOD a certain sum for an answer to prayer, and when the prayer is answered, 
then the vow offering is made.  

The free-will offering is the one that we should already be familiar with. It is simply our 
voluntary sacrifice to further the work of GOD for His Kingdom. It may be that we are just 
impressed to donate to a special mission project that GOD lays on our heart. Because of our lack 
of love, we do not give these offerings nearly enough.  

May we learn the lesson of sacrificial love. May the flowing love of GOD, demonstrated by the 
blood freely flowing from His only-begotten Son, freely flow through the spiritual body in the 
freely giving of tithes and offerings. Then GOD will cause rich measures of grace will fall upon 
us, and from us, to the whole world. The circuit of beneficent love is to freely flow everywhere! 
Our Creator is not a selfish, vindictive GOD that just wants our money. No, He wants our hearts 
so that through them He can bless the world and establish His everlasting Kingdom of peace.  


