
A Revival of God’s Calendar 
Through His Prophetic Times

Part Two: The Year  
This is a summary of five principles. For the full audio version click here.

Adventists are the only ones who can truly reconstruct God’s yearly calendar – put the pieces
together through the prophetic times that He has given us and a few Scriptures. 

The prophetic times on the 1843 chart were directed by God and should not be altered:

“I saw that it was wrong for any to refer to the scattering for examples to govern us now
in the gathering; for if God should do no more for us now than He did then, Israel
would never be gathered. I have seen that  the 1843 chart was directed by the
hand of the Lord, and that it should not be altered;  that the figures were as He
wanted  them;  that  His hand was  over  and  hid  a  mistake  in  some  of  the
figures, so that none could see it, until His hand was removed” (E.G. White,  Early
Writings, p. 74).

There is only one reasonable yearly calendation that can produce all of our prophetic times.
The principles governing it are as follows.

Principle #1:  God’s calendar year cannot begin in the old solar year,
in the winter, but it must begin in the new solar year, after the vernal
equinox.

God’s calendar is determined by equinox, not barley, because we know that it is from Creation
– not from the time when Israel entered the typical Promised Land. 

“And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to divide the day from
the night; and let them be for signs, and for appointed times, and for days, and years:
And let them be for lights in the firmament of the heaven to give light upon the earth:
and it was so. And God made two great lights; the greater light to rule the day, and the
lesser light and the stars to rule the night” (Genesis 1:14-16). [See also Psalm 104:19;
Ecclesiasticus Chapters 33 & 43.]

The barley sheaf was a temporary ceremonial ordinance long after Creation, only between the
Exodus and the Cross,  when God ripened the barley right in time with the spring festival;



thus, the only other option to start the year is the one movement of earth that causes the
warm and cool seasons – the earth’s tilt,  which begins at equinox, dividing summer from
winter – the two biblical seasons. 

The vernal equinox brings in newness of life and greenery after the death of winter as the sun
returns to the northern hemisphere; hence, the first  month of the  new year, Abib, which
means  ‘green ears  of  grain’,  starts  when things are  made  new, reminding us  of  the  new
creation.

Origin of the ‘year’:  The Hebrew word translated to “years” is ‘shameh’, which also means
both ‘repeat’ and ‘change’; thus, from Creation, the year is meant to repeat itself and change
during its cycle, and the changing is in both seasons and in star constellations. 

Therefore, the solar year – governed by the greater light – is the source of God’s calendar
year:

Principle #2:  God’s calendar year is lunar, consisting of 12 months;
thus, it commences at the beginning of the first complete lunar cycle
after the day of vernal equinox; occasionally an additional month is
attached at the end of the year to make this principle possible for the
next year.

The “months of the year” (Num. 28:14; 1 Chron. 27:1) and its days (both ordinary days and
exalted days, by number) are what we call the ‘calendar year’ – the lunar year that springs
from its source, the solar year of summer and winter. 

Thus, the first month of the calendar year must come  after  the solar year (commencing at
vernal equinox), for the greater light of the sun must precede the lesser light of the moon, just
as God, as the Head, is greater than Christ His Son, for He is the Source of all (see Jn. 14:28; 1
Cor. 8:6). 

Here is what it says in the appendix of the 1888 edition of Great Controversy (p. 681):

“Anciently the year did not commence in midwinter, as now, but at  the first new
moon after the vernal equinox” (Great Controversy, 1888 ed., Appendix, p. 681).

Principle  #3:   According to  our Adventist  prophetic  times,  neither
conjunction nor the first visible crescent sighting determine the day



that  the  month  begins,  but  the  full  moon  sighting  in  Jerusalem
determines it by marking the evening of the 14th of every month.

The Spirit  of Prophecy declares that  the Day of Atonement in 1844 fell on October
22nd:

“The tenth day of  the seventh month,  the great  Day of  Atonement,  the time of  the
cleansing of the sanctuary, which in the year 1844 fell upon the twenty-second of
October, was regarded as the time of the Lord’s coming” (Great Controversy, p. 400). 

This was the end of “the longest ... prophetic period” (p. 351) in the Bible, which J.V. Himes
identified as “the seven times” (Signs of the Times, 9/25/1844) – a period of 2,520 years, of
which the 70 weeks and 2300 years form a part. 

The significance of  this  whole  prophetic  picture  is  that  the  periods  of  ‘seven’  declared in
Leviticus 26, based on the seven-year Sabbatical cycle in the chapter previous to it, are typical
of the restoration of Israel after the end of this prophetic period, through a restoration of its
system of Law – the Torah – including God’s calendar, now being restored to proclaim the
Sabbath more fully.

The 2300 years commencing in 457 BC were simply what remained from the great antitypical
period of seven (which commenced in 677 BC as proclaimed by the early Adventists); it was a
prophetic bridge connecting the restorative types (at the beginning of it) to the antitypes (at
the end of it).

The commencement of God’s months cannot be determined by the first visible
crescent sighting since the one for the seventh month in 1844, both in North America and
in Jerusalem, would have yielded, at earliest, a Day of Atonement falling on October 23 rd, not
the October 22nd date that the Spirit of Prophecy indicates. 

The other problems with this method of calendation include the following, which are contrary
to God’s revelation and character, thus making it a Rabbinic tradition and not the truth: 

(1) Clouds and other atmospheric conditions can block the sighting of the moon, thus
making  God’s  calendar  dependent  on  meteorology  rather  than  strictly  astronomy,
unlike anything we see in the Creation account in Genesis. 

(2) It would be very burdensome for people in that they would not have any notice for
when the New Moon day, the Day of Shouting, or the months would begin and they
would have to quickly communicate it to the entire church.

(3) Not knowing when the moon was sighted in the past, we would never be able to
confirm our Adventist prophetic dates.

The commencement of God’s months cannot be determined by the conjunction
since  the  one  for  the  first  biblical  month  of  31  AD  would  have  yielded,  at  latest,  a  15 th

(crucifixion day) on the fourth day of the week – two days too early according to the four
Gospel accounts. 



The other problems with this method of calendation include the following, which are contrary
to God’s revelation and character, thus making it a Rabbinic tradition and not the truth: 

(1) The conjunction is not a sign since it cannot be seen.

(2) There is no newness to the conjunction to begin the month, only nothingness.

(3) Until recent times, the conjunction could not be estimated.

Since neither conjunction nor the first crescent sighting of the moon can be used to determine
when the biblical month begins, the only thing left is the full moon, and the Bible affirms this.

The Apocrypha in the original King James Bible, which “the wise of these last days should
understand” (Manuscript 4,  1850), contains further affirmation of the full moon being the
determining sign:

“The Lord ... made the moon also to serve in her appointed time for a declaration of
times, and an everlasting sign. From the moon is the sign of holy days, a light
that  decreaseth  upon  her  perfection.  The  month  is  called  after  her  name,
increasing wonderfully in her changing, being an instrument of the hosts above, shining
in the firmament of heaven” (Ecclesiasticus 43:5-8).

“The sign of the holy days” is the moon having reached its perfection, or fullness; however, the
exact moment it reaches full cannot be observed. But what can be observed is the moon rising
just after the sign of the greater light, the sun, appears first, which is its setting; this marks the
evening of the 14th and hence the commencement of the daily cycle of the 15 th – the day of the
first and seventh months that opens up the designated weeks for holy festivity. 

The moon must be fully seen above the horizon after the sun has fully dropped,
because  the  full  sign  must  be  seen;  if  it  happens  before  that,  then  the  next
evening  is  the  14th,  and  once  that  evening  is  calculated,  exactly  two  weeks
before that determines the evening that conceives the new month, usually (but
not  always)  
being the one in which the crescent moon is first seen.

Jerusalem must be where the sighting is seen and calculated from for a couple of reasons. 

(1) That is where God’s Name was placed last, when the earthly sanctuary was there. 

(2) That is where the New Jerusalem will be centered at in the New Earth where we will
all gather on each New Moon and each Sabbath, according to Isaiah 66:23, for Christ
will stand on the Mount of Olives – the same place in which He ascended.

We are living in between those two times and there is no reason to suppose that the location
would be any different now, and since things happen on the appointed times in the New
Jerusalem in heaven, we cannot use a local sighting wherever we happen to be; there must be
a reference point.

Another reference for the full moon sighting is from the purported book of Enoch, which I do
not  consider  inspired,  but  nevertheless  it  is  Third  Century  BC source  material  and  very
precise:



“During all the period during which the moon is growing in her light, she is transferring
it to herself when opposite to the sun during fourteen days [her light is accomplished
in the heaven], and when she is illumined throughout, her light is accomplished full in
the heaven. And on the first day she is called the new moon, for on that day the light
rises upon her. She becomes full moon exactly on the day when the sun sets
in the west, and from the east she rises at night, and the moon shines the whole
night through till the sun rises over against her and the moon is seen over against the
sun” (Enoch, 78:11-13).

The moon must fully rise at night; until then, she is immature and not fully ruling her night
domain, for she falls too early in the morning. This occurred Passover evening in 31 AD, which
the Spirit of Prophecy called, “The Passover moon, broad and full” (Desire of Ages, p. 687).

This  calendation  works  for  all  of  our  prophetic  times,  including  the  very  precise  ones
pertaining to the fifth and sixth trumpets (first and second woes) of Revelation 8 and 9. 

The 1843 prophecy chart as well as the following Spirit of Prophecy quote confirm our pioneer
understanding of the seven trumpets:

“In  the  year  1840 another  remarkable  fulfillment  of  prophecy excited
widespread  interest.  Two  years  before,  Josiah  Litch,  one  of  the  leading  ministers
preaching the second advent, published an exposition of Revelation 9, predicting the
fall  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  According  to  his  calculations,  this  power  was  to  be
overthrown ‘in  A.D.  1840, sometime in  the  month of  August’;  and only a  few days
previous to its accomplishment he wrote: ‘Allowing the first period, 150 years, to have
been exactly fulfilled before Deacozes ascended the throne by permission of the Turks,
and that the 391 years, fifteen days, commenced at the close of the first period, it will
end on the 11th of August, 1840, when the Ottoman power in Constantinople may
be expected to be broken. And this, I believe, will be found to be the case.’ (Josiah Litch,
Signs of the Times, 8/1/1840).

At the very time specified, Turkey, through her ambassadors, accepted the protection of
the allied powers of  Europe,  and thus placed herself  under the control  of  Christian
nations. The event exactly fulfilled the prediction. When it became known, multitudes
were convinced of the correctness of the principles of prophetic interpretation adopted
by  Miller  and  his  associates,  and  a  wonderful  impetus  was  given  to  the  advent
movement. Men of learning and position united with Miller, both in preaching and in
publishing  his  views,  and  from  1840  to  1844  the  work  rapidly  extended”  (Great
Controversy, 334-35).

The first  woe deals  with the Ottoman Empire  becoming established.  It  happened in 1299
when Othman founded the Ottoman Empire and made the first attack on the Eastern Roman
Empire on the Julian July 27th, which, according to our calendation principles, is the biblical
date of the 27th of the 4th month. The first time prophecy commences on this date:

“And their power was to hurt men five months” (Revelation 9:10). 

5 prophetic months x 30 prophetic days/month = 150 prophetic days = 150 literal years



The end of that first woe would be in 1449, on the same biblical date of the 27th of the 4th

month. Remarkably, this falls on the Gregorian July 27th – the same date that our pioneers
predicted it to end on, except they did not factor in Julian and Gregorian; they simply started
with a Julian date and ended with a Gregorian one, never making a conversion anywhere.

By that  date,  the  Ottomon Turks had taken over the  Eastern Roman Empire,  just  as  the
previous trumpets had destroyed the Western Roman Empire, and became an empire. 

The next time prophecy entails the time during which the Ottoman Empire was in power, with
the four angels being loosed symbolizing the winds of human strife in this Islamic power,
typical of the same power manifest in the plagues at the end of time in the third woe:

“And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and
a month, and a year” (v. 15).

1 prophetic year = 360 prophetic days = 360 literal years

1 prophetic month = 30 prophetic days = 30 literal years

1 prophetic day = 1 literal year

1 prophetic hour = 1/24th of a prophetic day = 1/24th of literal year of 360 days = 15 literal days

360 + 30 + 1 = 391 years + 15 days

391 years added to 1449 ends in 1840. Before adding the 15 days, the biblical date is still the
27th day of the 4th month, which also happens to be the 27th day of the Gregorian month of
July. 

Then we can just add the 15 days to the Gregorian date, and sure enough, it is August 11 th – the
very date that our pioneers predicted using faulty calculations,  just  as they arrived at  the
correct date of October 22nd, 1844 in the faulty way of barley and not utilizing full moon data. 

Our calendation principles work with these very precise time prophecies as well with the 70
weeks ending in 31 AD and the 2300 years ending in 1844. They also provide further evidence
to support our pioneer understanding of the prophecies. 

Principle #4:  The date of Pentecost is determined by the weekly cycle;
it is the 50th day from the Sabbath’s morrow falling within the seven
days called Unleavened Bread. 

In the typical system, the first-fruits of barley wave offering – tied to the Pentecost wave
offering of bread seven weeks later – was “on the morrow of  the Sabbath (Leviticus 23:11).
Notice the definite article for Sabbath; and only one Sabbath was mentioned up to this point
in the chapter:

“Six  days  shall  work  be  done:  but  the  seventh  day  is  a  Sabbath  of  rest,  a  holy
convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it  is the Sabbath of the LORD in all  your
dwellings” (v. 3).



The morrow of the Sabbath must fall within the “seven days” of “Unleavened Bread” (v. 6),
since the wave offering was part of that festival. This means that this Sabbath can be the day
before  the  seven days,  on the  14th;  we find an example  of  this  in  Joshua 5,  and here  its
foundation:

“And ye shall eat neither bread, nor roasted grain, nor fresh grain, until  the selfsame
day that  ye  have  brought  an  offering  unto  your  God:  it  shall  be  a  statute  forever
throughout your generations in all your dwellings. And ye shall  count unto you from
the morrow of the Sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering;
seven  Sabbaths  shall  be  complete:  Even  unto  the  morrow  of  the  seventh  Sabbath
shall  ye number fifty  days;  and ye shall  offer  a  new meat offering unto the LORD”
(Leviticus 23:14-16).

The morrow of the first Sabbath is thus Day 1 and the morrow of the seventh Sabbath Day 50,
and there would be no reason to count if Pentecost was on the same day of the third month
every year, as would be the case if the Sabbath were an annual one.

Now, here is the passage in Joshua 5; notice the same language in both passages:

“And the children of Israel encamped in Gilgal, and kept the Passover on the fourteenth
day of  the month at even in the plains of Jericho. And they did eat of the produce
of  the  land  on  the  morrow  of  the  Passover, unleavened  cakes,  and  roasted  grain
in  the selfsame day. And the manna ceased on the morrow after they had eaten of
the produce of the land; neither had the children of Israel manna anymore; but they
did eat of the fruit of the land of Canaan that year” (vv. 10-12).

The morrow of the Passover – being the 15th, the first day of Unleavened Bread – was also the
morrow of the Sabbath that year, for the bread and grain could only be eaten on the selfsame
day that the first-fruits offering had been offered; thus, the day of the Passover was the day of
the Sabbath that year when the children of Israel entered into the typical Promised Land. 

Christ  was resurrected on the day of  First-fruits,  fulfilling the type;  and since He ate the
Passover supper with His disciples, instituting the communion supper, on the evening of the
14th,  He was then crucified on the 15th,  which was Preparation day, He rested in the grave
during Sabbath, being the 16th, and then He was resurrected on the 17th – not the Rabbinical
16th date. 

John called that Sabbath – the one marking the Pentecost count – “a great one” (19:31, YLT). 

However, the Desire of Ages presents a different history of first-fruits observance: 

“The Passover was followed by the seven days’ feast of unleavened bread. On the second
day of the feast, the first fruits of the year’s harvest, a sheaf of barley, was presented
before the Lord” (p. 77). 

This reflects the calendation of the Pharisees, who were in control of the temple services in
Christ’s  day  and  until  the  temple  was  destroyed;  and  the  mainstream  Jews  after  them
followed the same policy of Pentecost being counted from the morrow of an artificial annual
sabbath, which is the history that Sister White consulted as she did not see this in vision.



Here is what one of Sister White’s sons said in regards to her use of historical information: 

“Regarding  Mother's  writings  and  their  use  as  authority  on  points  of  history  and
chronology, Mother has never wished our brethren to treat them as authority regarding
the details of history or historical dates” (W.C. White to W.W. Eastman, 11/4/1912).

Another example of a similar error is right on the previous page from before:

“The time of the Passover corresponded to the close of March or the beginning of April”
(Desire of Ages, p. 76).

Such calendation would never yield an October Day of Atonement in 1844, which she did
speak  of  in  an  inspired  statement  in  Great  Controversy.  We must  never  count  anything
uninspired in her writings that are on doctrines or counsels; she only relied on uninspired aid
for historical and geographic details. 

Principle  #5:   The  civil  year,  springing  from  God’s  calendar  of
months, for land rests and prophetic events, starts at the head of the
seventh month,  with every seventh year a Sabbath and every 50th
year  
a Jubilee—the one beginning in the fall of 457 BC as the anchor point
and  the  Sabbaths  and  Jubilees  synchronizing  with  many  of  our
Adventist prophetic dates.

The source of God’s calendar year is the solar year, but a third kind of year comes out of the
seventh month, exactly six months from when the calendar year begins; it is used for civil
purposes in determining the seventh year for a Sabbath – a year of release – when the land
rests (Lev. 25) and debt is forgiven at its conclusion (Deut. 15:1-4). 

Normally the biblical year is reckoned according to the months of the year, which begin in the
morning,  or springtime, just as how days are normally reckoned from the literal morning.  
But an exception is made for the Sabbath system of release, in which the observance begins in
the evening of autumn. That is just as how Sabbath observance—both for the seventh day of
the week and the Day of Atonement of the year—is reckoned from the literal evening.

God wants us to remember Him as our Creator, who made all things out of the darkness of
nothing. We are to rest the land on the Sabbath year in light of Him being the Owner of our
land since He created it, hence why there is a fall-to-fall Sabbath year and associated civil
years.

The  year  after  the  seventh  Sabbath  is  Jubilee:  the  land  continues  its  rest,  land  property
returns to its original owners, and all slaves go free (Lev. 25).



The beginning of  the  70 weeks and 2300 days is  the  anchor point  for  the  Sabbaths and
Jubilees, and other prophetic events confirm them so that we know when they are in modern
times.

The following years were prophetic Jubilees, starting with the anchor year:

457 BC (fall)  – Jerusalem and inhabitants delivered from desolation, laws restored

408 BC (fall) – End of “seven weeks”; “street” and “wall” fully repaired (Dan. 9:25)

34 AD (fall)   – End of 70 weeks; Stephen stoned, the Gospel freed to go to the world (Isa. 61:1)

1798 (fall)      – Pope Pius XI taken captive by France, freeing God’s people and first angel’s message

1847 (fall)      – Sealing under third angel’s message begins, which delivers God’s people from plagues

The following years were prophetic Sabbaths:

723 BC            – Captivity of Israel’s King Hosea by Assyria; Pagan supremacy over God’s people begins

538 AD           – Papacy defeats Ostrogoths, gains full control over the civilized world 

1755 (fall)      – Great Lisbon Earthquake, Nov. 1, fulfilling Rev. 6:12

1833                 – Wm. Miller began preaching 1st angel’s message; stars fell afterward, fulfilling Rev. 6:13

1840                 – Ottoman Empire fell, fulfilling Rev. 9:15 and giving impetus to 1st angel’s message

1888 (fall)     – Justification by faith began to be preached with power, GC Session, Minneapolis

Conclusion:

God’s calendar and its extension of Sabbaths and Jubilees are closely linked with the main
prophecies of the Bible and show us where we are at today. 

We  are  living  on  borrowed  time,  and  all  things  must  be  restored  before  there  can  be
completion of the sealing work; this includes God’s calendar and all the other things of His
Holy Law and of His prophets. The Law of God will be vindicated in this final generation as
the seventh month movement is revived and the Sabbath is proclaimed more fully.


