
A Revival of God’s Calendar
Through His Prophetic

Times
Part One: The Week  

This is a summary of eight principles. For the full audio version click
here.

The week is entirely solar, unlike the year, which is lunar but is still built upon the
solar  days  of  the  week.  The  week  and  the  year  together  determine  all  of  God’s
appointed times for worship. The following principles govern the week.

Principle #1:  Evening begins the cycle of the life of a day in its
conception,  but  morning  begins  the  light of  Day  in  its  birth,
which is when the day of a week or a month on God’s calendar
begins.

The week consists of seven days. 

Here is the origin of the day:

“And God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day” (Genesis 1:5). 

It is not officially called “Day” until the light comes in the morning. This makes the
evening and its night of darkness the waning of the previous day. 

“In the fourteenth day of the first month during dusk is the LORD's Passover.
And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread
unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread” (vv. 5-6, KJV). 

https://youtu.be/BimcLVF4Atc
https://youtu.be/BimcLVF4Atc


The evening of the 14th was the Passover ceremony; the 15th was the deliverance from
Egypt, typifying Christ delivering us from sin on the Cross that day. 

Matthew  28:1  is  a  New  Testament  example  showing  that  a  new day  starts  in  the
morning.

The principle  of  evening being part  of the previous day does  not apply to Sabbath
observance...

Principle  #2:   Sabbath  observance  is  legally  from  sunset  to
sunset. 

A special statute defines the timing of Sabbath observance: 

“On  the  tenth  day  of  this  seventh  month  there  shall  be  a  day  of
atonement ... It shall be unto you a Sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your
souls  in the  ninth day of the month at even;  from even unto even,
shall ye rest on your Sabbaths” (Leviticus 23:27, 32).

The evening is not technically the following day, but it is the source, or womb, of the
day.

Sabbath observance biblically begins when the source of the day begins, not when the
light of the day breaks, but this principle does not apply to non-Sabbath holy days.
This is because Sabbath reminds us of Creation, in which all things came from the
nothingness of darkness.

When does the evening begin?

“The person who touches it [something unclean] shall even be unclean  until
the evening, and shall not eat of the holy things, but shall bathe his flesh with
water. And when the sun goes in, he shall be clean” (Leviticus 22:6-7).

The sun appearing  to  go  into the  earth  is  what  we  call  sunset;  precisely,  it  is  the
moment that the sun is fully in. 

The same concept is in Joshua 8:29: 

“And  he  hanged  the  King  of  Ai  on  the  tree  until  evening  time. And  at
sundown Joshua commanded, and they took his dead body down from the
tree.”

Thus, evening begins at sunset. 

Unto/until even is to the beginning of it – sunset. In Leviticus 23:32 where it says,
“from even unto even.” This legally means from sunset to sunset in practical terms.



Principle  #3:   The  edges  of  the  Sabbath  should  be  strictly
guarded.

If we are watching for the sun to go down, then before it goes down, we are already
thinking of it going down and what we will do when it goes down, thus Sabbath time
will be infringed upon.

The closing edge can be guarded by waiting until stars appear to start any
work. This is the first astronomical event after sundown. The appearing of the starts
is the sign of nightfall, as the stars always rule the night, even when there is no moon.

“So we labored in the work: and half of them held the spears from the rising of
the morning till the stars appeared” (Nehemiah 4:21).

The opening edge can be guarded by ceasing work one hour before sunset.

“Friday commence in the morning to prepare for the Sabbath and  one hour
before sundown, have everything done” (Ellen White to her son Edson,  Letter
5a, 1865). 

The first part of that hour could be spent in self-examination of the previous week, and
the second part could be spent with the family to bring in the Sabbath in worship. 

Principle  #4:   Evening is  the  darkening  of  dusk  after  sunset,
resulting in darkness until morning. 

“Said the angel: ‘Take the word of God, read it, understand, and ye cannot err.
Read  carefully,  and  ye  shall  there  find    what   even  is,  and    when   it  is”  (1
Testimonies, p. 116).

“And there was evening and there was morning, the first day” (Genesis 1:5).

Sister White’s commentary:

“Each of these periods Inspiration declares to have been a day consisting of
evening and morning, like every other day since that time” (Education,  p.
129).

The meaning of ‘day’ here is the 24-hour cycle. 

Evening begins at sunset, continuing until morning; morning continues until the next
sunset.



This is because in Hebrew thought, the whole of something is tied to its beginning, or
source. 

The sunset and darkening afterwards is the source of the night; thus, the night that
follows is also called ‘evening’. 

And the light that eventually breaks forth is the source of the day; thus, the day that
follows is also called ‘morning’. 

The Hebrew word translated to “even” or “evening” is ‘ereb’. It properly means ‘dusk’.

Evening, in Webster’s (1828), includes: “a middle degree between light and darkness.” 

This is where the idea of ‘evening’ comes from, for there is an evening, or mixing,
between light and darkness. 

At sunset it is mainly light, but after that, it will ‘grow dusky, or dark’, which is what its
root  word  in  Hebrew,  ‘arab’,  means.  This  same  root  word  also  means  to  ‘mix’  or
‘exchange’. 

Light mixes with darkness, but eventually darkness is exchanged for light, which is a
process. 

There is spiritual meaning here.  Christ  exchanged His own life  for our sins on the
Cross; He did this when the Jews were offering the evening sacrifice. 

Principle #5:  Morning is the lightening of dawn before sunrise,
resulting in daytime until evening. 

The Hebrew word translated to “morning” is ‘boker’,  but a more literal meaning is
‘dawn’. 

Its  root  word is  ‘bakar’,  which Strong’s  describes with words such as ‘break forth’,
‘admire’, ‘inquire’, ‘search’, and ‘seek out’. 

There is spiritual meaning here. Morning, especially before the sun comes up, we are
to search and seek out God in His Word, inquiring of Him and admiring Him as we
behold Him.

This is the perfect time to study God in the life of Christ; the Desire of Ages, along with
an open Bible, is the way I recommend studying Him. 



Principle #6: Morning and evening are to be our daily worship
times.

Morning, like evening, is a process; and the lasting effect of the morning is the light of
day. 

Our Creator’s ways are gentle and gradual. And this is how our devotional worship
times should be – unrushed and over a period of time. 

It is vitally important that we have both a personal and a family devotion time each
morning and evening, making four daily worship sessions. We are clearly counseled to
do this in the Spirit of Prophecy, and the Revival Reading Plan is also based on the
counsels we have been given that can be accessed at this link. Please do not perceive
this as optional, but a necessity. 

Our morning and evening worship times are the foundation not only for all the other
appointed times of Scripture but our entire Christian experience. 

“In childhood,  youth,  and manhood,  Jesus studied the  Scriptures.  As a  little
child He was daily at His mother’s knee taught from the scrolls of the prophets.
In His youth  the early morning and the evening twilight often found
Him alone on the mountainside or among the trees of the forest,  spending a
quiet hour in prayer and the study of God’s word” (Education, p. 185). 

Later in the same book, Sister White encourages us to “follow His example in finding
at dawn and twilight a quiet season for communion with their Father in heaven” (p.
259). 

Thus, we have a double example – Jesus and His testimony – indicating the original
daily times of worship: dawn (which is before sunrise) and the dusk of twilight. 

We should worship God at these times or as close as we can to them.

Principle #7:  Evening sacrifice/worship time is during dusk, not
the Rabbinical tradition of mid-afternoon.

Leviticus 23:5 

“In the fourteenth day of the first month during dusk is the LORD’S Passover.” 

https://brightbeams.org/personal-revival-plan/


Numbers 28:3-4  

“This is the offering made by fire which ye shall offer unto the LORD: two lambs
of the first year without spot day by day, for a continual burnt offering. The one
lamb shalt thou offer in the morning, and the other lamb shalt thou offer during
dusk.” 

“During dusk” is translated from the Hebrew phrase ‘ben ha’arbayim’. 

‘Ben’ comes from the root word, ‘beyn’, which means to ‘separate’ or ‘distinguish’ or
‘discern’ and is derived from the Hebrew idea of a tent being divided, one side for
males and the other side for females. Thus, a wall was between the two sides. Hence,
‘ben’ itself simply means ‘between’ – a word that is used to distinguish two different
things. 

The  second  part  of  the  phrase  –  ‘ha’arbayim’  would  literally  be  translated  to  ‘the
evenings’  since the ‘-im’ suffix at the end indicates plurality;  thus,  making a literal
translation of the whole expression ‘between the evenings’. 

But this cannot accurately be translated into English since it is a Hebrew ‘idiom’ – “a
mode of expression peculiar to a language” (1828 Webster’s). 

Note: It is a quite common idiom for Hebrew words to have a plural ending, and a
familiar one is the Hebrew word for ‘God’: ‘Elohim’. The Hebrew word for noon is also
plural. But there is only one true God and one noon. Gods and noons would be an
inaccurate  translation,  since  this  Hebrew idiom cannot  be  properly  translated into
English. Noon and evening are plural in Hebrew because noon divides the two halves
of daytime and evening divides the cycle of the previous day and that of the following
day, not because noon and evening are plural themselves.

A  literal  translation  is  not  always  more  accurate.  “During  evening” is  the  most
accurate.

‘Ben’ is used because evening, unlike noon, is a duration – a substantive space of time
that can dwell between day and night. 

‘Ben ha’arbayim’  is  thus distinguished from the more general  ‘ereb’,  which can be
much longer.

The Rabbinical Jews had apparently forgotten this idiom in Christ’s day and started
offering their evening sacrifices in the mid-afternoon, supposing that the two evenings
were  noon  (when the  sun  starts  to  decline  in  the  sky)  and sunset  (when  the  sun
declines below the horizon). 



Further proof that ‘ben ha’arbayim’ is not mid-afternoon:

“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, I have heard the murmurings of the
children of Israel: speak unto them, saying, During dusk ye shall eat flesh, and
in the morning ye shall be filled with bread; and ye shall know that I am the
LORD your God. And it came to pass, that  at even the quails came up, and
covered  the  camp:  and  in  the  morning  the  dew  lay  round  about  the  host”
(Exodus 16:11-13).

The “at even” is translated from the simple Hebrew word ‘ereb’, meaning evening. 

When  in  context  of  an  event (such  as  the  quails  coming  up),  ‘ereb’  means  the
beginning of the evening, at sunset.

The quails could not be eaten until they came in. Thus, ‘ben ha’arbayim’ (during dusk)
must follow after the event “at even” (sunset). 

Therefore, the evening daily and Passover ceremonies took place during dusk, and this
is when we worship God with spiritual sacrifices.

Principle  #8:   ‘Sabbath’ means both the seventh day and the
week.

The Hebrew word translated to “Sabbath” is ‘Shabbat’, which means both the seventh
day of the week and the “week” as a whole, which is what it is sometimes translated to. 

This is important to understand because every day we are to remember the Sabbath, to
keep it holy, otherwise we will not keep it holy because we will not be prepared for it. 

The days of the week in God’s calendar are all numbered in relation to the Sabbath
(e.g., “the first of Sabbath” The days of the week on our secular calendars are given
names of Pagan gods, but in my devotional journal I number the days according to the
Sabbath.


