
A Revival of Holy Convocations and the Seventh Month

Part One: 

Holy Convocations—In Principle and in Time 

The goal of this study and practicing what we learn in regards to holy convocations and the
seventh month is:

(1) To have revival, especially corporately 

(2) To be able to quickly finish the Gospel work

(3) To no longer rob God of our collective praise 

“A REVIVAL OF TRUE GODLINESS AMONG US is the  greatest and  most
urgent of all our needs. To seek this should be our first work. There must be
earnest  effort to obtain the blessing of  the Lord,  not  because God is  not  willing to
bestow his blessing upon us, but because we are unprepared to receive it” (E.G. White,
Review and Herald, 3/22/1887). 

In  the previous message entitled,  “Are We Robbing God in Tithes and Offerings,”
we found that we are robbing God in the various tithes and offerings of the Law of Moses
(see Mal. 3:10; 4:4). But we are also robbing God of His glory, both in our praise to Him
through our daily  praise  meetings we are  to  have and in  the world  being evangelistically
reached  so  that  many  souls  are  saved  into  His  Kingdom—through  our  annual  holy
convocations. The following comes from the Spirit of Prophecy volume 6 Testimonies, starting
on Page 39, which is in a big section called “The Camp Meeting.” This will form the basis of
our message.

“Anciently the Lord instructed His people to assemble three times a year
for  His  worship. To  these holy  convocations the  children  of  Israel  came,
bringing to the  house of  God their  tithes,  their  sin offerings,  and their  offerings of
gratitude.  They  met  to  recount  God’s  mercies,  to  make  known  His
wonderful works, and to offer praise and thanksgiving to His name. And
they were to unite in the sacrificial service which pointed to Christ as the Lamb of God
that  taketh  away  the  sin  of  the  world.  Thus  they  were  to  be  preserved  from  the
corrupting power of worldliness and idolatry. Faith and love and gratitude were to be
kept alive in their hearts, and through their association together in this sacred service
they were to be bound closer to God and to one another. 

In the days of Christ these feasts were attended by vast multitudes of people from all
lands; and had they been kept as God intended, in the spirit of true worship, the light
of  truth might through them have been given to  all  the nations of  the
world.
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With those who lived at a distance from the tabernacle, more than a month of every
year must have been occupied in attendance upon these holy convocations. The
Lord saw that these gatherings were necessary for the spiritual life of His
people. They needed to turn away from their worldly cares, to commune with God, and
to contemplate unseen realities.

If the children of Israel needed the benefit of  these holy convocations in
their time, how much more do we need them in these last days of peril and
conflict! And if the people of the world then needed the light which God
had committed to His church, how much more do they need it now! ...

A great  work  is  to  be  accomplished  by our camp meetings.  The  Lord  has specially
honored these gatherings, which He has called “holy convocations.” 

God established the “holy convocations” in Leviticus 23, where all of them are listed
together under the Sabbath commandment, and Sister White’s pen wrote that we are to have
“these” (definite article) “holy convocations.” 

We need to study what makes them biblical and what makes them holy.  

Firstly,  we  have  read  what  their  multifaceted  purpose  was  anciently  and  how  this  same
purpose so much more needs to be met today. One of the purposes is for praise; and for this,
here is a subsection entitled, “Praise Meetings,” under the same Camp Meeting section:

“In our camp meeting services there should be singing and instrumental music... And every
day a praise meeting should be held, a simple service of thanksgiving to God.
There  would  be  much  more  power  in  our  camp  meetings  if  we  had  a  true  sense  of  the
goodness, mercy, and long-suffering of God, and if more praise flowed forth from our lips to
the honor and glory of His name. We need to cultivate more fervor of soul. The Lord says:
‘Whoso offereth praise glorifieth Me’. Psalm 50:23” (6 Testimonies, p. 62). 

Do we have praise meetings every day at our camp meetings today? No. Our camp meetings
have largely been socializing and sermonizing camps. Then we are robbing God of His glory
and must corporately repent of this at once!

My appeal to no longer rob God of His glory:  

Those who have any responsibility in planning camp meeting: Let all future
camp meetings be holy convocations according to the divine standards. 

Everyone  else:  Echo  this  appeal  to  organizers;  sound  the  call  for
repentance. 

But we cannot stop here; there is more light, particularly in Leviticus 23, and it is not for us to
keep to ourselves but to share with the world, to lighten it with God’s glory. Listen to what the
Spirit of Prophecy says:

“Let no one come to the conclusion that there is no more truth to be revealed. The
diligent, prayerful seeker for truth will find precious rays of light yet to shine forth from
the  word  of  God.  Many  gems  are  yet  scattered  that  are  to  be  gathered
together to become the property of the remnant people of God. But light is



not given simply to be a strength to the church, but to be shed upon those who are in
darkness. The people of God are to show forth the praises of Him who hath
called  them  out  of  darkness  into  His  marvelous  light”  (Sabbath  School
Worker, 3/1/1892).

“There are glorious truths to come before the people of God.  Privileges
and duties which they do not even suspect to be in the Bibles will be laid
open before the followers of Christ” (Letter 5, 1889).

“Every mind should turn with reverent attention to the revealed word of God. Light and
grace  will  be  given  to  those  who  thus  obey  God.  They  will  behold  wondrous
things out of His Law. Great truths that have lain unheeded and unseen
since the day of Pentecost, are to shine from God’s Word in their native
purity. To those who truly love God the Holy Spirit will reveal truths that have faded
from the mind, and will also reveal  truths that are entirely new” (Review and
Herald, 8/17/1897).

“Said my guide,  ‘There is much light yet to shine forth from the law of God
and the gospel of righteousness. This message, understood in its true character
and  proclaimed  in  the  Spirit,  will grow  to  large  importance  such  as  you
scarcely dream of, and will lighten the earth with its glory” (Manuscript 15,
1888).

“That God who reads the hearts of everyone, will bring to light hidden
things  of  darkness  where  they  are  often  least  suspected, that  stumbling
blocks which have hindered the progress of truth may be removed, and God have  a
clean  and  holy  people  to  declare  His  statutes  and  judgments”  (1
Testimonies, pp. 332-33).

God’s glory will come down upon our praises at the holy convocations and the people of the
world that come to them will see God in us and want what we have. They will return to their
home communities spread the spiritual light to those around them. This is what we are after
here, not mere head knowledge.

“But Thou art holy, O Thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel” (Psalm 22:3). 

With that, let us behold the first four verses of Leviticus 23, where the Sabbath is
magnified, to be proclaimed more fully through its holy convocation statutes:

“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, ‘Speak unto the children of Israel, and say
unto them, ‘Concerning the appointed times of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim
to be  holy convocations, even these are  Mine appointed times.  Six days shall
work be done: but the seventh day is a Sabbath of rest, a holy convocation; ye
shall do no work therein: it is a Sabbath of the LORD in all your dwellings. These are
the appointed  times  of  the  LORD, even  holy  convocations, which  ye  shall
proclaim in their appointed times’ ’.” 



God  wants  no  one  to  be  left  in  doubt  that  the  appointed  times  are  the  holy
convocations and the holy convocations are the appointed times; and He seals His
oddly  repetitive  declaration  with  the  seal  of  His  Law,  the  Sabbath  of  the  Fourth
Commandment.

“Appointed times” is the literal translation of the Hebrew word ‘moedim’ (‘moed’ in singular).
Any other meaning for this word is incorrect. The King James Translation has ‘feasts’, which
gives it an entirely different meaning. 

The 1828 Webster’s Dictionary rightfully gives ‘feast’ a ceremonial meaning: 

“A ceremony of feasting; joy and thanksgiving on stated days, in commemoration
of some great event, or in honor of some distinguished personage; an anniversary,
periodical or stated  celebration of some event; a  festival;  as on occasion of  the
games in Greece, and the feast of the passover, the feast of Pentecost, and the
feast of tabernacles among the Jews.”

The definition of ‘feast’ is clearly ceremonial, but not so for the Hebrew word
‘moedim’, which I have translated to “appointed times.” 

The Bible itself defines the meaning of the LORD’S ‘moedim’. In Numbers 28 and 29, not only
the weekly and annual appointed times are listed, but also the New Moon and the morning
and evening worship times, which clearly are not feasts. The sequence of the appointed
times in Numbers 28 and 29 is daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly. 

Feasts are identified with a different Hebrew word: ‘chagim’ (‘chag’ in singular) and
are used only for the three feasts in the year that were held at one place (wherever
the earthly  sanctuary was): Passover/Unleavened Bread, First-fruits/Harvest,  and
Tabernacles/Ingathering (Lev. 23;  Ex. 23:14-17). The first and last of these involved a
week, but the appointed times only pertain to a single day, with the Sabbath as the model
one.

Leviticus and Numbers does not call the Day of Shouting and the Day of Atonement feasts
(‘chagim’). In addition to the feasts, on these two other annual appointed times ceremonial
observances  were  held, just  as  with  all  the  regular  appointed  times—on  mornings,
evenings, Sabbaths, and New Moons—as Numbers 28 and 29 indicate.  The sacred
times  themselves  are  not  ceremonial  but  they  are  appointments  on  God’s
calendar between Himself and His people who worship Him during them.

The Hebrew words themselves portray the ceremonial nature of the feasts. The root verb of
‘chag’ is ‘chagag’, means to ‘celebrate’. KJV translates it so in Leviticus 23:41: 

“Ye shall celebrate it in the seventh month.” 

‘Chag’ and ‘chagag’ often appear together. 

Example: “Ye shall celebrate (chagag) the feast (chag) of the LORD seven days.” 

Thus, Tabernacles, as with the other feasts, is a celebration being celebrated. 



According to Strong’s, the more literal rendering of ‘chagag’ is moving in a circle to dance—
marching in a sacred procession of praise. KJV translated ‘chagag’ to “dancing” in 1 Samuel
30:16.  ‘Chagag’  and its  relatives  all  seem to be rooted in the Hebrew word,  ‘chug’,  which
means ‘circle’. Thus, the biblical idea of a feast is rooted in the Hebrew concept of a
circle and its dance, showing that it is a celebration and distinguished from time
itself.

The important distinction is this: An appointed time (‘moed’) is a sacred time
and a feast (‘chag’) is an activity or event. 

It is an impossibility to celebrate a feast since the nation of Israel occupying the
typical Promised Land where the feasts were for celebrating its three harvest
seasons NO LONGER EXISTS.

God reestablished Israel in the Promised Messiah. They are all who are in Him, as a spiritual
nation, having only one harvest at the end of time, but the First-fruits of that harvest has
already occurred in the Spring of 31 when Christ and some in their graves were resurrected.
This final harvest for God’s everlasting Israel will be the antitypical Tabernacles in the fall,
when that Messiah returns to tabernacle with His people. 

Here is a list of the seven annual appointed times as they are recorded in Leviticus 23

(1) The fifteenth of the first month

(2) The seventh day from that, thus making a special week 

(3) The 50th day from the Sabbath’s morrow falling during that week 

(4) The first of the seventh month

(5) The tenth of the seventh month

(6) The fifteenth of the seventh month

(7) The eighth day from that, thus capping off the previous special week 

No servile work is permitted at these times, ensuring sufficient time for worship. 

The Spirit of Prophecy defines ‘servile work’ as follows:

“Anciently in the service of  the sanctuary,  God required that  sacrificial  offerings be
made more upon the Sabbath than any other day. This was work, but it was not servile
work. It was not labor for a livelihood. It was not done for gain or for selfish
interest. It was done in the service of God” (Letter 67, 1887).

On the weekly Sabbath, God forbids us from not only servile work but all other work, such as
house and yard work, except for healing people or taking care of the ill. 

The tenth day of the seventh month, called the Day of Atonement, is the only
Sabbath of the year (‘Shabbat’  in Hebrew), with the same rules as the weekly one,
except  before  fasting was required in  connection to  the symbolic  cleansing of  the  earthly
sanctuary. 



The other six appointed times have the same precept of no servile work, yet only the three in
the seventh month are called, in Hebrew, ‘shabbaton’. It is usually incorrectly translated to
‘sabbath’ even though it is a different word. It actually means ‘rest’, which is how the Greek
Septuagint rightly translated it. Spiritual rest is here intended, not physical rest. Rest entails
that there has been perfection, and the biblical number of perfection is seven, hence why each
of the appointed times in the seventh month are a ‘shabbaton’ and not those in other months.

There is absolutely nothing ceremonial about these holy convocations. The literal meaning of
this phrase from the Hebrew ‘mikra'ei kodesh’ is simply a ‘called-out’ meeting or assembly,
and one that is holy (‘kodesh’). 

The convocations the pioneers had were  holy  convocations because they were
according to their biblical purpose, and that is what is most important.  They kept
God’s holy convocations according to their true purpose, just not at their appointed times.  
But an additional layer of holiness is added when they are on the days that God
made holy. 

What makes something ceremonial? We know that it cannot be merely something that was
written  in  the  Book  of  the  Law  and  not  on  the  Tables  of  the  Law,  for  there  are  many
statements from both the Bible and the writings of Sister White that speak of the statutes of
the Law of Moses being applicable for the last days and binding until the end of time. 

Here is an example of one from the Bible:

“If  ye  fulfil  the  Royal  Law according  to  the  scripture,  ‘Thou  shalt  love  thy
neighbor as thyself’  (quoting from Lev. 19:18), ye do well: But if ye have respect
to persons (forbidden in Deut. 16:19), ye commit sin, and are convinced of the Law as
transgressors. For whosoever shall keep the whole Law, and yet offend in one point, he
is guilty of all. For he that said, ‘Do not commit adultery’, said also, ‘Do not kill’. Now if
thou commit no adultery, yet if thou kill, thou art become a transgressor of the law. So
speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the Law of Liberty” (James 2:8-
12).  

Here is an example of one from the writings of Sister White:

“These statutes were explicitly given to guard the Ten Commandments. They were
not shadowy types to pass away with the death of Christ. They were to be
binding upon man in every age as long as time should last. These commands
were enforced by the power of the Moral Law, and they clearly and definitely explained
that Law” (Review and Herald, 5/6/1875).

But the following are ceremonies: 

- Sounding a shofar and eating a Passover lamb in commemoration of the first-born of
Israel in the 10th plague being passed over. 

- Eating unleavened bread for the Feast of Unleavened Bread in commemoration of the
coming out of Egypt. 



- Shouting and blowing trumpets on the first of the seventh month for the sake of the
shouting rite. 

- Afflicting the soul when the typical high priest went into the Most Holy Place each
year. 

- Dwelling in tabernacles of palm branches in commemoration of the wilderness camp.

These are all old covenant ceremonies that celebrate the physical happenings of
the  nation  of  Israel, whether  it  be  agricultural,  commemorative  for  the  nation,  or
pertaining to the typical sanctuary, which housed their external Law. They are ceremonial
because they originated in the time of Moses, for post-sin purposes. 

But  the  seventh-day  Sabbath—placed  at  the  head  of  Leviticus  23,  to  be
representative  of  all  the  appointed  times—originated  at  Creation,  before  sin.
However, something moral can originate later, such as the tithe and offering system, but this
is neither commemorative nor typical and is thus moral and not ceremonial.

In the Exodus, typical feasts and ceremonies were added to the Sabbath (via its appointed
times under it  and its  own feast-like  observance,  Deut.  5:15);  it  then became the sign  of
sanctification:

“Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily My Sabbaths ye shall keep:
for it is a  sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may know
that I am the LORD that doth sanctify you” (Exodus 31:13). 

The meaning of the Sabbath thus changed after sin; nothing was taken away, but more was
added. The meaning associated with sin was not original, thus the Sabbath itself, nor any of
the other appointed times, can be ceremonial, for it is the origin that determines it.

The Sabbath gained new meaning  when Christ  died for  us,  resting in  the  grave over  the
Sabbath,  in  an  uncorrupted  state  (without  rotting).  This  was  typified  in  an old  covenant
Sabbath ritual: Uncorrupted, or unleavened, bread was placed on the table of showbread each
Sabbath (see Lev. 24:5-8). And this was magnified in the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which
His death fell during as well. 

The Sabbath can now be understood more fully.  As the head of all  appointed
times, it came to signify sanctification in its  totality—that is, the entire plan of
redemption, a plan which is to sanctify Israel as an eternal holy nation. 

The other appointed times, then, came to signify the individual parts of the plan
of  redemption—from the  Cross,  to  the  final  atonement  cleansing  the  sanctuary,  to  the
Second  Coming.  And  through  the  temporary  types  added  to  the  seven  annual
appointed times, giving them symbolic meaning as well, the Sabbath becomes a
symbol  of  rest  from  sin.  Thus,  the  appointed  times,  being  “enforced  by  the
power”  of  the  Sabbath  “clearly  and  definitely  explain”  it  as  its  constituent
statutes.

“These are the appointed times of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall
*proclaim* in their appointed times” (Leviticus 23:4). 



“And at the commencement of the time of trouble,  we were filled with the Holy
Ghost  as  we  went  forth  and  *proclaimed* the  Sabbath more  fully. This
enraged the churches and nominal Adventists,  as they could not refute the Sabbath
truth” (E.G. White, Early Writings, p. 33). 

“That  the  obligations  of  the  Decalogue might  be  more  fully understood  and
enforced,  additional  precepts  were  given,  illustrating  and  applying  the
precepts of the Ten Commandments” (Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 310).

“I saw that we sensed and realized but little of the importance of the Sabbath, to what
we  yet  should  realize  and  know  of  its  importance  and  glory  …  But  when  the
refreshing and latter rain shall come from the presence of the Lord, and
the  glory  of  His  power  …  Then  shall  we  see the  Sabbath  more  in  its
importance and glory” (Letter 3, 1851).

“Out of weakness it has become strong from searching His Word. The test upon it has
been but a short time. All who are saved will be tried upon it in some way. That truth
arises and is on the increase, stronger, and stronger. It’s the seal! It’s coming
up! It arises, commencing from the rising of the sun. Like the sun, first cold, grows
warmer and sends its rays. When that truth arose there was but little light in it, but it
has been increasing. O the power of these rays! It grows in strength, the greatest weight
and light is on that truth for it lasts forever when the Bible is not needed. It arose there
in the east, it began with a small light, but its beams are healing.  O how mighty is
that truth;  it’s  the highest  after they enter  the goodly land,  but  it  will
increase till they are made immortal. It commenced from the rising of the sun,
keeps on its course like the sun, but it never sets... Look ye! that rising is in strength,
and grows brighter and brighter. That truth is the seal, that’s why it comes last.
The shut door we have had. God has taught and taught, but that experience is not the
seal,  and  that  commandment  that  has  been  trodden  under  foot  will  be
exalted.         And when ye get that you will go through the time of trouble.
Yea, all that thou art looking at, thou shalt not see just now. Be careful,
let not light be set aside which comes from another way from which thou
art looking for” (E.G. White, Manuscript 1, 1848, recorded while in vision by Joseph
Bates).

One last thing. In the Law, only the first and last days associated with a festival week was
called  a  “holy  convocation.”  But  Sister  White  used the term for  an entire  campmeeting—
especially as it is held today. This is for three reasons:

(1) The spring or fall feast was identified by its bookend days as “holy convocations.”
This is hinted at in Verses 6 and 34 of Leviticus 23 in that the entire feasts are called
according to the fifteenth—the opening bookend day of both: “On the fifteenth day of
the same month is the Feast of Unleavened Bread.” “The fifteenth day of this seventh
month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for seven days.”

(2) Not every day was required by Law for people to attend to allow for any necessary
business, but the people as a whole were still gathered during the entire duration.



(3)  The  standards  of  our  time  are  higher  than  the  standards  in  the  Law,  which
commands the minimum. Sister White is clear that our holy convocations today are the
campmeetings as a whole; in other words, we are not—to go back home and work our
regular jobs and come back again at the end, which was not forbidden in the Law. We
are to make every effort during the entire duration of our campmeetings “to separate
from business  cares  and burdens,  and devote a  few days exclusively  to seeking the
Lord,” even avoiding to “engage in conversation upon common subjects which do not
relate to the meeting” (2 Testimonies, Ch. 74). 

Conclusion: The holy convocations of the Bible are to be kept in principle, as our pioneers
observed  them,  and  in  their  corresponding  appointed  times.  The  moral  statutes  do  not
change, the appointed times do not change; they are permanent and still  remain. But the
ceremonies have either radically  changed or ended. Feast-keepers need to be open to the
changes in the Law, and non-feast-keepers need to be open to receiving what still remains in
the Law.

In Part Two, we examine strong evidence for a Creation origin of the annual appointed times.


