
Free Unholy Love: Babylon Among Us 

Sermon Notes 

 

Free-Lovism, Unholy Spiritual Love: 

“Already there are coming in among our people spiritualistic teachings that will 
undermine the faith of those who give heed to them. The theory that God is an 
essence pervading all nature is one of Satan’s most subtle devices. It 
misrepresents God and is a dishonor to His greatness and majesty... 

I have seen the results of these fanciful views of God, in apostasy, spiritualism, and 
free-lovism. The free love tendency of these teachings was so concealed that at first 
it was difficult to make plain its real character. Until the Lord presented it to me, I 
knew not what to call it, but I was instructed to call it unholy spiritual love” (8 
Testimonies, pp. 291, 292). 

 

Free Love (Wikipedia):  

“The term was coined by the Christian socialist writer John Humphrey Noyes, 
although he preferred to use the term 'complex marriage'. Noyes founded the Oneida 
Community in 1848, a utopian community that ‘[rejected] conventional marriage 
both as a form of legalism from which Christians should be free and as a selfish 
institution in which men exerted rights of ownership over women’ ” (“Free Love,” 
Wikipedia). 

 

The Law of Love, Associated with Precepts and Penalties: 

“In Isaiah’s day the spiritual understanding of mankind was dark through 
misapprehension of God. Long had Satan sought to lead men to look upon their 
Creator as the author of sin and suffering and death. Those whom he had thus 
deceived, imagined that God was hard and exacting. They regarded him as watching 
to denounce and condemn, unwilling to receive the sinner so long as there was a legal 
excuse for not helping him. The law of love, by which heaven is ruled, had been 
misrepresented by the archdeceiver as a restriction upon men’s happiness, a 
burdensome yoke from which they should be glad to escape. He declared that its 
precepts could not be obeyed, and that the penalties of transgression were 
bestowed arbitrarily” (Review and Herald, 3/18/1915). 

 



The Principle of Love – Heavenly Precepts Mingled with Holy Practices: 

“True sanctification comes through the working out of the principle of love. ‘God is 
love; and he that dwelleth in love dwelleth in God, and God in him.’ 1 John 4:16. The 
life of him in whose heart Christ abides, will reveal practical godliness. The character 
will be purified, elevated, ennobled, and glorified. Pure doctrine will blend with works 
of righteousness; heavenly precepts will mingle with holy practices” (Acts of the 
Apostles, p. 560). 

 

Genuine Faith that Produces Love Not Attained Outside of God’s Word: 

“Faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17). 

 

God’s Word Sanctifies Us, Otherwise Not True Sanctification: 

 “Sanctify them through thy truth: Thy Word is truth” (John 17:17). 

 

The Torah Contains the New Covenant Principle of Love: 

“And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and 
with all thy might. And these words, which I command thee this day, shall be in thy 
heart: And thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest by the way, and when thou 
liest down, and when thou risest up. And thou shalt bind them for a sign upon thy 
hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thy eyes. And thou shalt write them upon 
the posts of thy house, and on thy gates” (Deuteronomy 6:5-10). 

 

The Whole Duty of Man: 

“Fear God, and keep His commandments: for this is the whole duty of man” 
(Ecclesiastes 12:13). 

 

We Receive the Holy Spirit in God’s Word: 

“It is the Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth nothing: the words that I speak 
unto you, they are spirit, and they are life” (John 6:63). 

 

 



A Promise to Laodicea, a Daily Prerequisite to the Great Marriage Feast – 

Christ Comes Into Us by Hearing His Word, and He Feeds Us His Life: 

“If any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come into him, and will sup with 
him, and he with Me" (Revelation 3:20).  

 

Christ’s Bride Must be Ready, Clothed in His Righteousness From His Word: 

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor to Him: for the marriage of the Lamb is 
come, and his wife hath made herself ready. And to her was granted that she should 
be arrayed in fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righteousness of 
saints” (vs. 7-8). 

 

Our Faith Must be Established Upon the Word, Then We Can Appreciate Christ: 

“Beginning at Moses, the very Alpha of Bible history, Christ expounded in all the 
Scriptures the things concerning Himself. Had He first made Himself known to 
them, their hearts would have been satisfied. In the fullness of their joy they would 
have hungered for nothing more. But it was necessary for them to understand the 
witness borne to Him by the types and prophecies of the Old Testament. Upon 
these their faith must be established. Christ performed no miracle to convince 
them, but it was His first work to explain the Scriptures. They had looked upon His 
death as the destruction of all their hopes. Now He showed from the prophets that 
this was the very strongest evidence for their faith.  

In teaching these disciples, Jesus showed the importance of the Old Testament as a 
witness to His mission. Many professed Christians now discard the Old Testament, 
claiming that it is no longer of any use. But such is not Christ’s teaching. So highly 
did He value it that at one time He said, ‘If they hear not Moses and the prophets, 
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.’ Luke 16:31.  

It is the voice of Christ that speaks through patriarchs and prophets, from the 
days of Adam even to the closing scenes of time. The Saviour is revealed in the Old 
Testament as clearly as in the New. It is the light from the prophetic past that 
brings out the life of Christ and the teachings of the New Testament with clearness 
and beauty” (Desire of Ages, starting on p. 796).  

 



The First Angel’s Message, the Experience We Lack –  

Marriage Covenant Tidings, Fear God, Judgment, Worship: 

“And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the Everlasting Gospel to 
preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people, Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to Him; for 
the hour of His judgment is come: and worship Him that made heaven, and earth, 
and the sea, and the fountains of waters” (Revelation 14:6-7).  

 

The Second Angel’s Message – 

Babylon (Fornication, Lawlessness) In our Midst 

Those who rejected the midnight cry are identified in the second angel’s message: 
“And there followed another angel, saying, ‘Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 
because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication’ ” 
(Revelation 14:8).  

 

The Third Angel’s Message –  

Judgments for Babylon, Not for Faith-Driven Commandment-Keepers 

“And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, ‘If any man worship the 
beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, The same 
shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into 
the cup of His indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the 
presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: And the smoke of their 
torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who 
worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name. Here 
is the patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, 
and the faith of Jesus. And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed 
are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they 
may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them” (Revelation 14:9-14). 

 

Close of Probation on Day of Atonement Will be Prophesied Again by Laodicea: 

“Prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings” (Rev. 
10:11). 

 

 



The Second Angel’s Message Repeated in Rev. 18 – Come Out of All Lawlessness:  

“And after these things I saw another Angel (representing Christ) come down from 
heaven, having great power; and the earth was lightened with His glory. And He cried 
mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is become 
the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean 
and hateful bird. For all nations have drunk of the wine of the wrath of her 
fornication, and the kings of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the 
merchants of the earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. And I 
heard another voice from heaven, saying, Come out of her, My people, that ye be not 
partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues. For her sins have 
reached unto heaven, and God hath remembered her iniquities” (Revelation 18:1-5).  

 

Close of Probation for Philadelphia – Day of Atonement, 1844: 

“And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in his temple the 
ark of his testament.” 

 

Close of Probation for Laodicea and the Word – Day of Atonement Again: 

“And after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the tabernacle of the testimony 
in heaven was opened: And the seven angels came out of the temple, having the 
seven plagues, clothed in pure and white linen, and having their breasts girded with 
golden girdles. And one of the four beasts gave unto the seven angels seven golden 
vials full of the wrath of God, who liveth for ever and ever. And the temple was filled 
with smoke from the glory of God, and from His power; and no man was able to enter 
into the temple, till the seven plagues of the seven angels were fulfilled” (Revelation 
15:5-8). 

 

Get ready! Get ready! Get ready!  
Keep all of God’s many wondrous commandments by the faith of Jesus. 


